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A tale of inspirational village churches 



How one church's active role in village life earned it a 
national award and how another is competing in a TV show... 




TWO village churches have, earned national 
^recognition for their role in helping to trans- 
form their communities. 4 

In the west Oxfordshire village of 
Broughton Poggs with 
Filkins, villagers are cele- 
brating as it was 
announced the village 
had won the national 
prize in the Building 
Community 



category. The church was singled out by 
judges for being ‘engaged in the community 
and adapting new ideas to meet the needs of 
its congregation’. 

The village had previously won the regional 
category of Village of the Year for South West 
England. 

Richard Martin, editor of the parish maga- 
zine, told The DOOR that everyone was 
delighted with the result which reflected a 
tremendous community spirit in the village. 



Life 



And he praised the church’s active role in 
village life: ‘The church is an integral part of 
the community here and provides a vital sta- 
bility and continuity in both daily life and 
long term projects.’ 

The Ven Julian Hubbard, Archdeacon of 
Oxford, congratulated the village on the 
award saying: ‘Church and community are 
closely linked. In some ways it is a model of 
how churches and villages can be.’ 

And in the Vale of the White Horse, the tiny 
village of Fernham will soon be competing on 
national television for a grant of up to 
£92,000 to transform its church into a com- 
munity and worship space. 



The village’s Project Inspire has earned itself 
a place as one of eight charities competing in 
ITV’s public voting competition, The People’s 
Millions. Villagers will put their case for fund- 
ing on television and then viewers will vote for 
the best to win the money. If Fernham win, 
their ambitious project to turn the St John’s 
church into a space all the community can use 
can begin straight away. Watch ITV at 6pm 
between the 26-30 November and vote for 
Project Inspire to help them win. 

Turn to our centre pages to find out how 
other rural churches, including Fernham, have 
been ensuring that they remain at the heart of 
their communities. 



It’s a takeover! 



PARISHES and schools 
around the diocese are being 
encouraged to hand over the 
reins of leadership to their 
children and young people 
for a day in celebration of 
their value in our society. 

1 1 Million Takeover Day 
on Friday 23 November is a 
national event and forms 
part of the 1 8th birthday 
celebrations for the United 
Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child. 

The aim is to provide a 
platform to hear the voice of 
our children and young peo- 
ple on issues which affect 



their lives, and to involve 
them in the decision making. 

In the Oxford diocese the 
initiative has been warmly 
welcomed with the full sup- 
port of its bishops in 
Oxford, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire, who plan 
to pass on their Mitres for a 
day to young successors. 

The Rt Revd John 
Pritchard, Bishop of Oxford 
(pictured right) says: ‘We 
can all learn from an exer- 
cise such as this. What bet- 
ter way to find out whether 
we are giving our children 
what they need to grow and 



become the leaders of 
tomorrow than to let them 
literally show us the way. I 
shall be listening hard to 
what they tell us.’ 

Children’s Adviser Yvonne 
Morris believes it is a fan- 
tastic opportunity for the 
Church and church schools. 

‘This day offers an excel- 
lent opportunity to consult 
with the young regarding 
the running of the Church 
and its role in community, 
and perhaps to challenge the 
expectations and percep- 
tions adults have of children 
and young people.’ 




One p.lace, 
many i deas 

onevillageJSji! 



Online & On the A44 in Woodstock 
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News 



In brief 



Welcome back! 120 churches join in 
Back to Church Sunday services 



'It helps to make people aware that they have a part to play in 
inviting others to church and also to think about what they are 
inviting others to, and why they themselves come in the first place/ 



INITIAL feedback from this 
year’s Back to Church 
Sunday on 30 September 
has hailed the day a great 
success. 

Nearly 120 churches 
across the Oxford diocese took part, asking 
members to send out invitations to friends and 
relatives who were lapsed or non-churchgo- 
ers, welcoming them to a special service. 

Fellowship was high on the agenda with 
churches being encouraged to make extra 
efforts to ensure their worship was accessible 
to newcomers and offer refreshments and a 
time for people to chat and get to know each 
other after the service. 

Feedback reveals that the numbers of peo- 
ple returning to church was often quite high. 
One church said its congregation had been 
boosted from the average 20-30 to more than 



120, including a number of families. 

Other comments included praise for the 
idea of personal invitations. One church said: 
The invitation proved very helpful in getting 
parishioners involved; feel very encouraged.’ 
Another found welcome activities helped 
break the ice, while others were uplifted by 
the fellowship. One said: ‘We followed our 
service with a bring and share buffet harvest 
lunch and more than half the people and their 
children stayed to enjoy the food and fellow- 
ship. It was a truly wonderful morning.’ 
While some churches followed the suggest- 
ed format exactly, others tailored the day to 



suit their vision, 
writing their own 
invitations and 
using their own 
service material. 
Not all 
churdies found the resources easy to access or 
suitable for their use, while others worried 
that continuing the success of the day would 
be hard to achieve. 

Others were already planning ahead with 
PCC debriefs on the venture. 

And as one church concluded: ‘It helps to 
make people aware that they have a part to 
play in inviting others to church and also to 
think about what they are inviting others to 
and why they themselves come in the first 
place.’ 

Plans are already underway in the diocese 
for Back to Church Sunday 2008. 




Hello Wendover! 



THE Bishop of 
Oxford, the Rt Revd 
John Pritchard, has 
contiued his tour of 
the 29 deaneries of 
the diocese. Pictured 
above with teenagers 
at John Colet School 



Wendover, who 
quizzed him on sub- 
jects including the 
war in Iraq, teenage 
pregnany, abortion 
and what is the best 
thing about being a 
Bishop. 



Turnips and goodbyes 

HARVEST festival proved the perfect opportu- 
nity for Stoke Goldington First school children 
and staff to say their goodbyes to the Revd 
Alexander Murdoch and thank him for his 
contribution to school life over many years. 

Parents, relatives and a huge scarecrow 
(made by the children) watched as Mr 
Murdoch was presented with a fruit cake and 
a card, and were entertained by enthusiastic 
singing and a performance of ‘The Enormous 
Turnip’. 

Gifts of food from the families were later 
donated to MK Food Bank. 




Diocese mourns death of 
Beverley Ruddock 

TRIBUTES to the late Beverley Ruddock, who 
died suddenly on Tuesday 19 October, have 
been pouring into Diocesan Church House. 

Beverley was chair of the Oxford Diocesan 
Committee for Racial Justice and vocations 
adviser among many other duties. She leaves 
behind three children. 

Bishop Stephen said of her: ‘Beverley was a 
considerable force for good. As well as her work 
as Senior Educational Psychologist in 
Wokingham where she had a particular concern 
for the educational needs of looked after chil- 
dren and an expertise in relation to children on 
the autistic spectrum, Beverley working tireless- 
ly for the church. Amongst other things she was 
a National Selector for the Ministry Division, 
chaired the Oxford Diocesan Committee for 
Racial Justice, worked as a Vocations Adviser, 
and helped set up and oversee the Berkshire 
Vocations Fellowship. For many years she repre- 
sented the laity of the Oxford diocese on General 
Synod and was a member of Bishop’s Council 
and a recipient of the Order of St Frideswide. 
For more tributes see www.oxford.anglican.org 




the Door 
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Bishops and Archdeacons 
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Blah blah - exploring church 

HOME (www.home-online.org) and mayBe 
(www.maybe.org.uk) are two new Christian 
communities in the Oxford area who are explor- 
ing what it means to be church in a new cultural 
context which could be described variously as 
post-christendom, post-modern and post- 
justabouteverything! The shorthand for this is 
this phrase 'emerging church'. 

The two communities are jointly sponsoring a 
series of conversations called 'Blah'. These are 
opportunities for anyone interested in these 
issues - which have to do with mission, spiritu- 
ality, community and theology amongst other 
things - to gather and explore together in a 
relaxed way over a drink. 

The first of these evenings is happening in 
November and will be hosted by Ian Adams 
and Matt Rees (the two community leaders), 
and will feature Jonny Baker from CMS. 

Jonny has been involved in facilitating a num- 
ber of these conversations nationally and he is 
a longstanding prominent figure in the alterna- 
tive worship movement. 

The first conversation is happening on 
Tuesday 20 November at 8pm@Phoenix 
Cinema Bar, Walton Street, Jericho. 

For information, contact Matt Rees 
matt@home-online.org 07811149305 or Ian 
Adams, ian@maybe.org. uk07889906983. 

Fresh look for The DOOR! 

Welcome to the new look DOOR. We have 
entered into a new partnership with 
Cornerstone Vision, a Christian company who 
publish six other diocesan newspapers. 

They will handle all the advertising for the 
paper. Their contact details are listed on this 
page, in the Behind the Door section. 

You will see we have gone back up to 20 
pages and now have full colour throughout. 

All distribution details remain the same. 

You can subscribe to the DOOR online, if 
you cannot pick a copy up from church. See 
www.doornewspaper.com for details. 

What won't change is the mix of news, com- 
ment and features which keep our thousands 
of readers up to date with what is happening 
in churches and communities around Oxford, 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire. 

University honour for 
Oxford Team Rector 

Former University of Bedfordshire chaplain, 
the Revd Howard Thornton, has received an 
honorary MA degree at St Mary's Church, 
Luton, in recognition of his contribution to 
interfaith co-operation at the university and 
his achievement in developing the chaplaincy 
as a multi-faith centre. 

Mr Thornton travelled from Oxford, where 
he is now Team Rector of Cowley, to receive 
the degree in front of hundreds of his former 
students. 

In the words of one of his former colleagues 
he 'epitomised all that a Christian could and 
should be. He has real humility with authority 
because he knows what he believes. He always 
has a positive outlook, which is uplifting to 
everyone around.' 

The congregation were also told that he had 
a reputation for serving the best coffee in 
town! 

Mr Thornton said his time as chaplain was 
both rewarding and valued, but after five years 
there he felt called to parish ministry and was 
very much enjoying his new position in Cowley. 



Sight impaired people can now get a free 
audio version of the DOOR by contacting 
Graham Winterbourne on 01844 840285. 
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Fairtrade 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 



The race is on... looking for the last 80 
churches to make us a Fairtrade Diocese! 



Four years ago, the diocese of Oxford pledged to work to become a Fairtrade 
Diocese. To get that status, we need at least 60% of our churches to pledge to 
use only Fairtrade tea and coffee for all meetings for which they are 
responsible. Thanks to many churches' tremendous work, we now have 50% 

- more than 400 churches - signed up to the pledge. To make it official, we 
need just 80 more to follow suit! To find out why your church should do it, 
read on - and don't forget to enter our competition to win some Doves 
Organic Fairtrade bars! 



most churches already do anyway. If you tick 
all three, then you can go on to be a fully 
functioning Fairtrade Church! 

You can find out if your church is already 
signed up by looking on www.oxford.angli- 
can.org/Fairtrade. Please sign up and help the 
Diocese of Oxford show it does care about 
the issue of Fair Trade - we really hope to 
have reached our target by next spring’s 
Fairtrade Fortnight in March. 



Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 




PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 

ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 



FICTION. NON FICTION, 
BIOGRAPHY/MEMOIR. HISTORICAL. 
POETRY. SPIRITUAL/SELF-HELP.- 
RELIGIOUS 

WRITE OR SEND 
YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO: 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN S HOUSE, 

2 HOLLY ROAD. 
TWICKENHAM 
TW1 4EG, ENGLAND 

www.athenapress.com 

info@athenapress.com 




Jk FREE SPEOALJST 



National 
,, .Fruit 
fQj' Specialists 

M Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 (8ft) and many on M27 (4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more! 

Lots of New Special Offers 

Ask for your FREE copy of our New 
Catalogue 

ns 

01983 840750 (24hrs) 

Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575 
Email: info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.ulc 
or visit our website 
www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 



\ 



You probably already use Fairtrade products. 
If so, you’re already making a difference. 
Using Fairtrade products means millions of 
developing country producers get a fair deal - 
better prices for their goods, an education for 
their children, better healthcare... the knowl- 
edge they can feed their families. And as 
Fairtrade grows, more and more people bene- 
fit. Fairtrade sales in this country are project- 
ed to top £400 million this year, and world- 
wide sales are already well over £1 billion. 
Thanks to this, Fairtrade-Marked products 
alone now benefit over seven million people. 
You’ve made this happen! It’s thanks to cus- 
tomer demand that so many shops now stock 
fairly traded goods. And it’s our hope that this 
kind of consumer concern will also help to get 
fairer terms for producers in this country, as 
well. 

So why join the campaign? When you sign 
on to the diocesan campaign, you not only 
benefit producers by your purchases, you also 
help to raise the profile of fairly traded goods 
as a whole. When a diocese becomes a 
Fairtrade Diocese, that’s news! Signing on will 
also help us fulfil the commitments that were 
made in diocesan synod four years ago. As 
one person pointed out, ‘if we don’t reach the 
target and become a Fairtrade Diocese, it will 




FAIRTRADE 



look as if we don’t actually care about the 
issue’. We know you care - now we just have 
to prove it. 

For many churches, pledging on Fair Trade 
is one part of their commitment to justice. 
Sandra Clark, the parish administrator in 
Chalfont St Peter explained: ‘It’s about justice 
and poverty issues and that is what the Bible 
talks about. If Christians want to take their 
faith and the Bible seriously, that’s what they 
ought to be doing.’ 

Her church is using Fairtrade for communi- 
ty outreach, too. They marked last year's Big 

'It seems to me it is one of the 
clearest and simplest signals 
that we Christians are serious 
about creating a just world, 
where God's priorities are our 
priorities' 

Bishop John 

Brew (see below for more information on this) 
event with a coffee morning, which then 
inspired a Fairtrade coffee morning and 
Traidcraft stall once a month. That has now 
expanded to include a book stall with second 
hand books, which is attracting people from 
outside the church community. 

‘If you still need persuading to join up, here 
is Bishop John: ‘I’d love Oxford Diocese to be 
a Fairtrade Diocese just as soon as possible. 

‘It seems to me it is one of the clearest and 
simplest signals that we Christians are serious 
about creating a just world, where God’s pri- 
orities are our priorities. 

‘Please go for it! It is painless and good for 
the world.’ 

So what do you have to do? It is pretty easy: 
churches have to send in a form, available on 
the diocesan website. Copies of the form will 
also be sent to all non-signed up churches in the 
next few weeks. These forms list three criteria 
for becoming a Fairtrade Church: to get your 
church listed under the diocesan campaign, you 
only need to sign up to use Fairtrade tea and 
coffee for all meetings for which you (as a 
church, or PCC) are responsible - something 



Write a prayer for farmers and win a 
Doves Farm Fairtrade pack 



BERKSHIRE company Doves Farm Foods 
have teamed up with the DOOR to offer five 
readers the chance to win a selection pack of 

their Fairtrade 
snackbars. 

The company 
are based in the 
Diocese, in 
Hungerford, and 
produce organic 
flour, biscuits, 



cereals as well as snack bars. The company is 
run by Michael and Clare Marriage. Their 
family has farmed in the area since 1958, and 
the farm first went organic in 1976. 

The DOOR is really pleased to team up 
with Doves Farm to offer five readers the 
chance to win one of their delicious selection 
packs. To enter, write a prayer for farmers 
near and far and send it in to The DOOR, 
North Hinksey Lane, Oxford OX2 ONB by 
November 12. 




The Big Brew 

This Fair Trade event is supported by 
Traidcraft and offers churches a chance to 
brew up a Fairtrade cup of tea or coffee for 
friends, neighbours and the wider community. 

Last year was the first time churches in the 
Diocese of Oxford participated, with more 
than 80 taking part. Organisers hope even 
more will join in this year. The Mothers' 
Union is also participating, and is asking all 
of its branches to hold a ‘Big Brew’ event. 
Catering packs for the event and promotional 
posters can be ordered from 29 Anderson’s 
Close, Kidlington, OX5 1ST by 5 January. 

If ordering a catering pack of teabags, 
cookies, coffee and sugar, please ensure a 
cheque for £5 payable to Traidcraft pic is 
enclosed. • 

Big Brew will run from 2-9 March 2008. 
For more details of events near you, keep 
reading future issues of The DOOR. 




Artists in Stained Glass 

DAVID WAST KY 
MA. AT( I )ipAI ). FMC.P 
J Conservator and 
Restoration Specialist 
01494 773712 

www.3rdmiUeniumartist.co.uk 



To advertise in 

The Door 

call our sales team on 

01752 225623 



because Christianity isn’t 
black and white 



get a copy of 

CHURCH 

TIMES 

absolutely 

FREE 



For a FREE copy, simply clip the coupon, 
phone 0 1 502 7 1 1 1 7 1 , or email 
subs@churchtimes.co.uk 

wWw.churchtimes.co.uk 

Please send me my FREE sample copy of the Church Times 

Name 

Address 

Postcode 

Email B7DOORNOV07 



CHURCH TIMES 




surviving Robben Island birth of a cathedral 

prison chaplain who <M tin*, with Hantiela fcwn tiw Wtafenguan axhw* 
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Traditional 



Oil Lamps 



Please telephone or write for 
brochure or visit us at 

www.galician.co.uk 



Fullers UK Enterprises, 4 Brecklands, Stafham, Norfolk. NR 1 2 9DX 
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SARUM 

College 



Forthcoming courses at Sarum College 

Myers Briggs and close relationships Saturday 3 - Sunday 4 
November 

How does Personality Type affect the way 2 people relate to each 
other? 

Revd Canon Bruce Duncan £ 9750 residential / £6750 non-resi- 
dential 

Decoding Genesis Monday 12 November 
A veteran of space science and technology explores Genesis. 

Dr Chris Cochrane £45 including lunch 

Poetry Is a Restoration Thursday 15 November 
Poetry and spirituality in Christina Rossetti and Elizabeth 
Jennings. 

Carys Walsh £40 including lunch 

Psalms for Today Friday 16 - Sunday 18 November 

Explore the Psalms’ meaning in a challenging world 

Revd Canon David Durston £195 residential / £130 non-residential 



Still Moves Wednesday 21 November 
An experiential workshop. 

Viv Stacey £40 including lunch * 

Thanksgiving Dinner Thursday 22 November 

Enjoy a real Thanksgiving Dinner, with a talk about its origins. 

Br Patrick Moore £20 including supper 

Advent Retreat Monday 3 December 
Travelling with the Wise to the crib 
Sr Mairead Quigley rscj £40 including lunch 

Advent: Sacred or Secular? Saturday 8 December 
A day of exploration and quiet reflection. 

Janet Lake and Susan Langdon £40 including lunch 

To book, contact Sarunt College, 19 The Close, 
Salisbury 

Tel. 01722 424800 E. hospitality@sarum.ac.uk 
Registered charity no. 309501 



ALL-AGE SERVICE ANNUAL 




Introducing 

LIGHT FOR THE LECTIONARY 




SCRIPTURE UNION 
ALL-ACE RESOURCES 



Take the stress out of the planning for 
your monthly all-age service. 

15 Bible-based, service outlines to 
cover all the major festivals as well as 
other occasions that you'll want to 
celebrate together as a church family. 

Outlines include: Remembrance Sunday, 
Christmas Day, Mothering Sunday, Easter 
Sunday, Pentecost, Father's Day, Harvest and 
many more. • 



A brand new resource for churches that 
follow a lectionary in their all-age 
worship. 

Published quarterly 
Up to 15 services per issue. 

Creative suggestions for leading all-age 
worship and help in the handling of the 
message of the set Bible readings. 




Buy locally at your Christian bookshop 
Buy online www.scriptureunion.org.uk/light 
Buy direct: 0845 07 06 006 



FREE TASTER BOOKLETS 
AU-Age Service Taster 

www.scriptureunion.org.uk/light/allageserviceannual.asp 

Light for the Lectionary 

www.scriptureunion.org.uk/Ught/Ughtforthelectionary.asp 



Scripture 

•union 

light to live by 



Christmas is known as a time for giving. From our 
childhood years we enjoy the excitement of receiving 
gifts, not because of their monetary value, or greed, 
but simply it’s because someone has remembered 
us. Father Christmas may have delivered the gifts, 
but they were given by a favourite aunt, our parents 
or friends. 

When we grew older we also learned that it was 
good to give as well as receive, and we would save 
our pocket money and learned the joy that mum’s 
smile could bring when she opened her gift. 

It could be the central theme of the Christmas story 



of Mary and Joseph looking for somewhere safe 
where their child could be born that helps us to think 
of those in need. It could be our understanding of the 
baby Jesus as a gift from God himself, or the gifts 
brought by the wise men and the humble shepherds 
but we certainly understand that Christmas is not 
only a time of giving to each other, but as a time of 
giving to those less fortunate. There are many chari- 
ties that appeal for funds at this time of year because 
it is a time when folk are a little more generous, take 
your time and search around, which will benefit from 
your thoughtfulness this Christmas time? 



holysocks.co.uk 

faith on your feet 

Holy Socks 
Biblical Brollies 
Glory Golf Balls 

IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFTS " ‘ 

secure online shopping 

www.holysocks.co.uk 

01671 40 40 43 





r\r^r^ 

CHURCH HOUSE BOOKSHOP 



Your First Stop for Christian Books this Christmas is www.chbookshop.co.uk 




31 Great Smith Street, London, SW1P 3BN Tel. 020 7799 4064 Fax: 020 7340 9997 Email: bookshop@chbookshop.co.uk 
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CHATTING with the Revd Canon Beau 
Stevenson in his tiny study at home in Stanton 
St John, Oxfordshire, is an oasis of calm in a 
busy day. 

Recently retired from 38 years as chaplain 
of Littlemore Mental Health Centre, part of 
the Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Mental 
Health Partnership NHS Trust, life is still hec- 
tic for this Harvard theologian and psy- 
chotherapist, but you would never know it as 
he calmly takes time to reflect with me on his 
ministry since he was last interviewed for the 
DOOR, almost 19 years ago. 

This stillness, he says, like the Benedictine 
vow of stability, has been important in his 
years at Littlemore. 

‘To be still, just to be there, means that you 
become a point of reference and stability for 
those around you. I have always felt I was 
where I should be and that it was right to be 
there.’ 

Though in fact a long-term stay was not ini- 
tially part of the plan, he says. 

He first came to Oxford, intending to stay 
just for a year, to teach theological studies and 
encountered Littlemore under a scheme by 
which all Anglican theological students car- 

'An Old Testament professor 
during my college days told 
me that to know God you 
had to go to the desert. 

Only in extreme conditions of 
chaos and emptiness are you 
aware of the other and that 
it is here God is most with 
you. Mental illness is a 
desert. I have learned a lot 
from patients here over the 
years/ 



> 

ried out a placement in a therapeutic commu- 
nity. He took a part-time job as a nursing 
assistant there, and when the chaplain retired, 
applied for and got the job. 

Subsequent years have seen him co-tutor 
more than 800 Anglican students through 
their placements, including the Rt Revd 
Richard Harries, former Bishop of Oxford, 
who recalls his time there as a formative expe- 
rience. 

For himself, Beau says that a ministry in 
mental health has been very humbling: 
humanity and faith stripped bare of the usual 
social conventions; people battling with a 
chaos most of us will never have to endure. 

Famous for his anecdotes, he gives the 
example of a young man who once appeared 
for a communion service stark naked, refusing 
to put his clothes on. A vote was held among 
his fellow communicants as to whether any- 
one minded, but no-one did and the service 
continued. The first hymn was ‘Just as I am’. 

Beau says: ‘No-one laughed at the irony of 
the hymn because they knew he was doing 
something important which was to stand 
before God exactly as he was. Something he 
had never been* able to do before. Everyone 
there picked up before I did that here was 
something that needed to be respected. It was 
another learning experience for me. 

‘An Old Testament professor during my 
college days told me that to know God you 
had to go to the desert. Only in extreme con- 
ditions of chaos and emptiness are you aware 
of the other and that it is here God is most 
with you. Mental illness is a desert. I have 



God in the life of... 



Beau Stevenson came to Oxford intending to stay for just a year: 
instead he ending up remaining here for the next 38 years. A 



theologian and psychotherapist, his influence and support have been 
felt by hundreds of clergy in the diocese. A keen musician, his faith 
finds expression in music, he tells Sally Jarman. 




Finding 
in a very 

learned a lot from patients here over the 
years.’ 

He has also contributed greatly to the well- 
being of both patients and staff at the centre. 
On his retirement, Trust medical director, Dr 
Mike Hobbs, says: ‘He has supported many 
patients through times of illness and difficulty, 
and enriched the spiritual life of the Trust.’ 



stillness 
busy life 

Colleague Stephen Bushell, says: ‘Beau 
showed us how to bring together the psycho- 
logical and spiritual elements of care, which is 
now accepted as a very contemporary 
approach.’ 

He has also worked hard to ensure that the 
organisation maintains an atmosphere that is 
caring and therapeutic, saying: ‘research by 



the World Health Organisation proved that 
atmosphere is an absolutely essential factor in 
healing.’ 

And staff support services have been a key 
element here: ‘We work not just with individ- 
uals but with teams working under often 
stressful conditions, offering support and 
supervision. It’s a vital part of maintaining 
that healing environment. If you don’t feed 
the shepherds they will beat the sheep.’ 

Outside Littlemore, Beau has also been 
diocesan pastoral care adviser since 1990. In a 
seemingly ever more secular world I won- 
dered how he thought the stresses and strains 
of clergy life had changed over the years. 

‘I think, as with many people, one of the 
greatest stresses now on some clergy is the 
perception that they have to do everything 
well and not disappoint people -in their expec- 
tations, so they work themselves into the 
ground trying to be jack of all trades and 
please everyone all of the time,’ he says. 

To this end he is involved in training for 
newly ordained curates looking at what 
makes a healthy ministry and how to spot the 
symptoms of stress and burn-out. 

But Beau is confident that clergy can still 



'We work not just with 
individuals but with teams 
working under often 
stressful conditions, offering 
support and supervision. It's 
a vital part of maintaining 
that healing environment. 

If you don't feed the 
shepherds they will beat 
the sheep/ 



believe in their role in today’s diverse commu- 
nities. Though the church might not, at first 
glance, hold the central position in parish life 
that it once did, he says: ‘Just as a child in a 
room with its mother will ask for a hug then 
feel confident to go off and be adventurous, so 
communities look to the church to be a stable 
hub that they can rely on to be there. It’s back 
to stillness and being there again.’ 

As for his own wellbeing, Beau says he 
looks to his faith and music. In the little spare 
time he has, his faith often finds expression in 
music. So his retirement gift from the Trust of 
an electric keyboard has been very welcome. 

He explains: ‘When I was doing my curacy 
in the US I trained in sign language which is so 
much more subtle than normal speech and 
bypasses logic. Therefore when I’m up against 
it, I still pray in sign language. 

‘Music does exactly the same thing. Again, 
you find that hands don’t lie and when I play 
the keyboard it gives me a clue as to my real 
feelings. As I play I can work things through 
and find a resolution. When I was in a parish 
I used to lock myself in the church and play 
the organ and that was my prayer. It’s still an 
important part of my own communication 
with God and with myself.’ 

But though retired from chaplaincy with 
the Trust, work is still very much a part of 
Beau’s life. He has a thriving psychotherapy 
practice, teaches pastoral psychology at St 
Stephen’s College, runs spiritual direction 
workshops, and preaches, among other 
things. 

Still true to his calling, it seems many peo- 
ple will find Beau Stevenson a point of refer- 
ence and stability for years to come. 
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People & places 



Recognition for Cowley 
church’s green haven 




Churches Together in East Oxford gather in the churchyard for a Good Friday service 



RoperPenberthv 




Within this beautiful book are the 
stones of 25 women heroes of the 
Bible; the stories of how they 
overcame their struggles and trials 
and the intimate, powerful prayers 
they prayed to the Almighty, 
Inspirational prayers full of 
encouragement for us, that the God 
who heard them is faithful and will 
also hear us in our time of need ~ 
whatever that need may he. 



Offer Price ~ £739 

plus £2 SO p&p 
Original Price - £1 239 




Please send me a copy of ‘ Prayer through the 
eyes of Women of the Bible’. 

I enclose a cheque for £9.49 (inc p&p) 

Name: 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Dr/Rev: 

Address 1: 

Address 2: 

Town: 

County: 

Post Code: 

Contact Tel No: 

Email (optional): 

Offer Code: CV1107TD 

Alternatively order on-line at: 
www.roperpenberthy.co.uk or telephone on: 
01302 367868 & quote offer code CV1107TD 



THE East Oxford church of St Mary and St 
John, in urban Cowley St John has gained 
national recognition for the transformation of 
its derelict Victorian churchyard into a ‘green 
haven’ enjoyed by the whole community. 

The project has been shortlisted in the 
Biodiversity category of the Church Times 
Green Church Awards 2007, and has also net- 
ted a Preservation Trust Award for the work 
carried out. 

Project Co-ordinator, Ruth Conway, told 
the DOOR: Both awards are very affirming. 
They are a way of saying thank you to all the 
volunteers who have, in one way or another 
over the last seven years, been involved in 
what has been a complex vision to open up 



the Church and its surroundings to connect 
with the community once again and encour- 
age wildlife.’ 

From an overgrown no-go area, the 
churchyard is now an open and welcoming 
green space enjoyed by all ages. Restored 
memorials, and a mini labyrinth created out 
of ceramic tiles, all individually designed by 
community members, are just two of the 
attractions. And the work continues with 
volunteers currently working to create a 
butterfly garden. 

Ruth says that whatever the final result of 
the Church Times Awards what has been 
most important has been ‘the chance to tell 
our story and perhaps inspire others.’ 



DOOR thanks its distributors over lunch 



WITHOUT the selfless 
help of volunteers the 
DOOR would never 
reach the many 
churches and schools 
to which it is distrib- 
uted each month. 

So staff on the 
newspaper were 
delighted to personally 
thank the hardwork- 
ing distributors with a 
special lunch in the 
Friends Meeting 
House at Dorchester 
Abbey recently. 

Bishop Colin is pic- 
tured sharing a joke 
with the volunteers. 




Malcolm to be Archbishop’s Chief of Staff 



HAMBLEDEN Valley churches are 
bidding goodbye to their rector, 
the Revd Malcolm Macnaughton, 
as he prepares for his new post as 
chief of staff to the Archbishop of 
York, the Most Revd Dr John 
Sentamu. 

In his farewell to parishioners 
Mr Macnaughton said: ‘As a 
family we are very sad to be leav- 
ing all our friends in this beauti- 
ful place which has been such a 



lovely home for nearly six years. 
But I am excited by this new chal- 
lenge and look forward to work- 
ing with the Archbishop.’ 

His work will involve support- 
ing Dr Sentamu and seeing that 
he is properly resourced for all 
aspects of his work, which, he 
says ‘will be a steep learning 
curve’. 

He takes up his new post in 
November. 



Walkers step out to preserve the Abbey 

A TOTAL of 55 spirited walkers have marched along 50 miles of the 
Thames path over five days, raising more than £25,000 for the 
Friends and Preservation Trust of Dorchester Abbey. Anne Kelaart, 
chair of the Trust, said: ‘Five very happy, sunny days were spent dis- 
covering the wonder of the Thames Path and raising a magnificent 
sum for the Abbey. What better start to Autumn!’ 



Archdeacon is 
inaugurated 

ALL Saints Church, 
High Wycombe, has 
played host for the 
recent inauguration of 
the ministry of the 
Ven Karen Gorham as 
Archdeacon of 
Buckingham. 

The service was con- 
ducted by the Rt Revd 
Alan Wilson, Bishop 
of Buckingham, and 
followed by tea and a 
chance to meet the 
new Archdeacon. 

Karen joins the dio- 
cese from Maidstone 
where she was priest- 
in-charge of St Paul’s 
Church and Area 
Dean. 



i -column 

WATER flows from tl^e skies and the eyes. 

I Water is life, on that Genesis and science 
I agree. If water is found on a remote plan- 
| et, there is the possibility of life. Each 
1 Briton uses about 150 litres of tap water a 
I day, but, if the water embedded within 
1 products is included, our water consump- 
i tion is around 3400 litres every day! 

1 About 70% of our water footprint 

* comes from other nations, as we import 
1 goods and services into our country. 

J About 65% of the water that we consume 
. is in our food. A pint of beer has about 
I 170 litres embedded in it; 200 litres in a 
I glass of milk; 5000 litres in 1 kg of 
I cheese. Water is embedded in industrial 
I goods - about 400,000 litres in a car. 

| (Calculate your water footprint at 
I www.waterfootprint.org.) 

1 ‘Hidden Waters’, the Waterwise.org.uk 
i report on Embedded Water, is on their 
1 website. So too are simple ways and prod- 

* ucts to use water without wasting it. Have 
1 a shower instead of a bath, but a power 

j shower can use more than a bath. Dual- 
. flush systems can be fitted to existing cis- 

* terns. Every drop counts. ‘Teamwork is 

I great. Look at Niagara Falls - nothing but 
I a lot of little drips working together.’ 

1 Canon Christopher Hall 
1 

Gone but not forgotten 

The annual service of Thanksgiving and 
Remembrance in memory of children, young 
people and adults who died before their time 
will take place at Dorchester Abbey on Sunday 

2 December at 2.30pm. 

Organised by Reflections, a group for 
.bereaved families, the candlelight non-denomi- 
national service is open to anyone who has 
been affected by the early death of a relative 
or friend. 

There will be an opportunity to light a can- 
dle in remembrance of a loved one, and also to 
place a present under the Christmas tree 
(labelled with age and gender it is suited to) 
for distribution to Barnados. 



Christingle - a family time 

The Children's Society is asking families to 
share their faith this Christingle and safeguard 
the childhoods of others less fortunate than 
themselves. 

Recent research by the society showed that 
children and young people saw relationships 
with their family and friends as the most 
important elements of a good childhood. 

Money raised at Christingle services will 
help provide a better childhood for many. 
Details on your local Christingle service can be 
found on www.christingle.org or call 0845 
3001128. Christingle season begins on Advent 
Sunday (2 December). 

It’s not just a cookery book...! 

The good cooks of Holy Trinity, Prestwood, 
have gathered their favourite recipes into a 
fundraising cookery book 'Searching for a 
Recipe'. The catering committee (SEARCH), 
also enlisted the Revd. Graham Jeffery, an 
accomplished and witty cartoonist, to provide 
illustrations, and they tell us: 'This is not just a 
cookery book - it's a Graham Jeffery cookery 
book!' Copies cost £7.50 and can be ordered 
from Mike on 01494 864952. Profits will help 
maintain the mid-Victorian complex of Church, 
Cottage and Hall. 
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■^Comment 

BY THE DEAN OF 
CHRIST CHURCH 



On Unity 



Schism is in the air. It sounds spectacular 
as the news flies around the world: 
Christians fighting over gayness. Should 
there not be peace and love among these 
Christians, especially given the prayers of 
Jesus for unity? Everywhere there is 
wringing of hands. 

Is this appropriate? We should take a 
cool look and not just go with the media 
flow. 

First, from the Corinthians onwards 
there have been divisions. In Anglicanism 
they have been over women priests, birth 
control, the 1928 Prayer Book, the signifi- 
cance of baptism and whether there is 
eternal punishment; try John William 
Colenso on Google - if communications 
had been as good in the 1860’s as they are 
now, the storm would have been just as 
great. What is going on is that the church 
is searching for the truth; the truth is crys- 
tal clear to a few on both sides, and they 
are the ones who are almost certainly 
wrong. 

Secondly, it is in the nature of 



Comment and letters 

Bats in churches; an epitaph; more help needed 



Bats in Churches 

AS you may know, we have been running a 
campaign to seek a change in the law 
regarding the protection of bats, so as to 
give places of worship the same status under 
the law as dwelling houses. 

We have been heartened to receive so far 
the support of 224 parishes from 15 dioce- 
ses, including Oxford. 

Following a visit to our church by Mr 
John Goodchild from the Council for the 
Care of Churches, a meeting was held by 
representatives of that Council with Mrs 
Joan Ruddock MP of DEFRA. 

The outcome of the meeting was a request 
to us from Defra for details of the problems 
we face in our church, and the action we 
have taken so far. This information has 
been sent to Defra, together with a copy of 
the campaign^ website, kindly provided by 
our sister church, Necton All Saints, a list of 
the parishes supporting our campaign, and 
a selection of comments sent to us by indi- 
viduals concerned at the damage being done 
by bats in churches. 

It is too early to say what might result 
from the interest shown by Defra, but we 
are greatly encouraged to have at last got 
the nature and extent of the problem into 
the right arena. 



We would be very grateful if news of this 
development could in some way be made 
known to your parishes. 

Eric Evans 

St Andrew's Church, Holme Hale, Norfolk 

St Denys Church, Colmworth 
LAST week I visited St Denys Church, 
Colmworth, to see the monument to the 
Dyers and the epitaph (My dearest dust) by 
Lady Catherine Dyer. I was told by one of 
the church members that there is another 
epitaph by Lady Catherine Dyer in an 
Oxfordshire church, but she did not know 
where. 

If anyone knows where this epitaph is, 
please could you kindly let me know. 

Victor Perry 

Ely 

More people need to keep village 
churches alive 

I have been a member of the PCC in our 
parish church for five years and recently 
decided to step down as I had taken on 
other church responsibilities that were tak- 
ing up my time. The decision was made 
harder by the unwillingness of so many 
people in our (admittedly small) congrega- 
tion to take over. 



While I am very aware that everyone’s 
circumstances are different, and also that 
membership of a committee isn’t everyone’s 
cup of tea, I think it’s sad that so many 
people are happy to just turn their backs 
on the nuts and bolts organization that’s 
needed to keep their parish church alive, 
and let a small few take the whole load. If 
we all took the same view we wouldn't 
have our local parish churches in which to 
worship, get married, be baptized and 
buried, and would have to travel further 
afield. 

This isn’t a rant born of righteousness 
but of frustration. I have a young family 
and I work and, yes, no-one is forcing me 
to take on these roles; that is my choice. 

But when the numbers of people willing to 
put themselves forward are so few it begins 
to feel that there isn’t actually much choice. 

God asked all people to use their talents 
for the good of others. And the church these 
days is increasingly a partnership between 
clergy and laity. It stands to reason that the 
more people involved in the organization of 
services and running of the church and its 
activities, the more diverse and engaging it 
can be with the wider community. 

Anon 
by email 



What is going on is that the 
church is searching for the 
truth; the truth is crystal 
clear to a few on both sides, 
and they are the ones who 
are almost certainly wrong 



Anglicanism to be inclusive. That is the 
way that we were founded and long may 
we remain that way. A consequence is that 
we not only do our own washing but also 
other people’s and that very publicly. As 
the argument goes on, some will leave 
because they cannot take the give (and 
take) of inclusiveness. As at the time of 
the Elizabethan settlement (when they 
were very worried about bishops), every 
unity, however broad, has its limits. 

Thirdly, the talk of schism is inappro- 
priate. Anglicanism is not a church. It is a 
family of churches and as in other extend- 
ed families, the resemblance may be 
strong but can also be quite weak. Even in 
a close family there are arguments and 
occasionally a missile may fly across the 
kitchen; what is more, when you meet at 
weddings there may be some cousins with 
whom you agree to differ. 

Fourthly, I wonder whether the gay 
issue is all that important. Both sides seem 
to have become single issue fanatics about 
something over which most people lose 
little sleep and which is hardly in the bible 
or the tradition. 

We have become too cosy and introvert- 
ed in our churches, loving and supporting 
each other; I do not think that is the unity 
for which Jesus prayed. We should indeed 
love each other and help each other, but 
not at the expense of addressing the cru- 
cial matters of our time. They are to do 
with faith in God, love of the poor, world 
peace and the environment. 




Why Zacchaeus isn’t just for the children 



An impromptu retelling of the story of 
Zacchaeus to our mums and toddlers group 
sent me back to my Bible to check whether 
my version (with cuddly toy chief tax- collec- 
tor) was anything like Luke’s. As I re-read the 
passage I was reminded of what a truly great 
story it is - and not just for the kids. 

Too small to see 

Children of course can identify with 
Zacchaeus; they know what it’s like to be too 
little to see what’s going on, to have to stand 
on tip-toe; to wriggle to the front of the 
crowd. But we adults also know that feeling 
of being at the edge of the party, of being an 
outsider, of not being able to get a clear view. 
Zacchaeus wants to see Jesus but, as verse 
three tells us, he can’t - partly because of the 
crowd but also ‘because he was short in 
stature’. If we think about what obscures our 
own vision of Jesus we might usefully reflect 
on the tendency most of us have to ‘blame’ 
external factors rather than to look within to 
those things, such as embarrassment or 
pride, which limit or blinker our sight. 



But not too timid to act 
Zacchaeus, as a chief tax-collector, wasn’t 
just on the edge of the crowd because he was 
small; he was also hated. It’s hard for us to 
get the full impact of just how despised he 
would have been. Luke is emphasising in this 
story, as he has throughout his Gospel, that 
Jesus brings a radical new deal for the ‘lost’; 
outsiders are shown to be inside God’s com- 
munity. We don’t know why the loathed tax 
collector wanted to see Jesus, but we must 
assume that it was more than curiosity that 
took him into the midst of the hostile crowd. 
His determination is striking, but even more 
striking is the indignity he is prepared to suf- 
fer to catch a glimpse of Jesus (he exposes 
himself to ridicule by running ahead of the 
crowd and then of course climbs the tree). 
There’s something to be said for this kind of 
fool-hardiness - so often our fear of expo- 
sure, our anxiety about what others might 
think, stops us from acting on our instincts 
and we just live politely with the status-quo. 
But Zacchaeus wasn’t too scared to act - and 
up the tree he went. 



And not lost in the crowd 
So Zacchaeus has made his move and waits 
for Jesus. But the heart of the story, its 
punch-line, if you like, is that Jesus is on the 
look out for him (we can imagine Jesus scan- 
ning the edge of the crowd, eyes peeled for 
outsiders) and when he spots Zacchaeus he 
calls to him by name and invites himself to 
this sinner’s house. Jesus’ extravagant gesture 
of welcome and inclusion is met by the little 
man’s extravagant repentance (Danny 
DeVito would surely get the film part) and in 
the background the disapproving crowd 
grumbles and tuts. 

Finally... 

It’s worth thinking about who we identify 
with in this story. Its message for those in the 
crowd is as poignant as it is for those on the 
edge. There is also an urgency about the way 
the story is told (‘hurry and come down’) - 
the offer of new life in Jesus is a call to 
action. 

Becky Bevan is curate at St Mary's, 
Thatch am 



Comings and Goings 

Revd Stephen Brian, School Chaplain of Heathfield St Mary's School, Wantage to be Honorary Priest in Charge of Earl Soham with 
Cretingham and Ashfield cum Thorpe and of Charsfield with Debach, Monewden, Hoo, Dallinghoo and Letheringham; Revd Charles Draper, 
Priest in Charge of Faringdon with Little Coxwell, to be Vicar of Faringdon with Little Coxwell; Revd Guy Harrison, Chaplain, Stoke 
Mandeville Hospital NHS Trust to be Chaplaincy Team Leader, West London Mental Health NHS Trust; Revd Malcolm Macnaughton, 
Rector, Hambledon Valley & Area Dean of Wycombe to be Chief of Staff to the Archbishop of York ; Revd Geoffrey Maughan, Priest in 
Charge of St Michael Cumnor to be Vicar of Cumnor; Revd James Mukunga, Assistant Curate, Ss Mary & George, Sands & St Mary's, 
Downley to be Vicar of St Saviour, Peckham (Copleston Centre); Revd Charles Parry Associate Vicar (House for Duty), St Peter's Furze 
Platt, Maidenhead & Windsor Deanery to retire; Revd John Ponter has retired; Revd David Pym is given permission to officiate in the 
Dorchester Archdeaconry; Revd Marion Reynolds, Quantock Towers Benefice to be House for Duty Assistant Curate in the Shelswell 
Parish; Revd Lyn Sapwell NSM Priest Rochford, Essex to be House for Duty Appleton and Besselsleigh; Revd Nicholas Stuart-Lee 
Team Rector, Thame St Mary the Virgin to resign; Revd Christopher Walker, Associate Priest at St Nicolas, Abingdon has retired; Revd 
Yvonne Yates, NSM of Kirkbymoorside, All Saints *W Gillamoor, Fardale and Bransdale to be Chaplain of Oakhill Secure Training 
Centre, Milton Keynes. 
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Sponsored feature 



Martin Bulpitt has joined the newly expanded 
fostering service at Diocesan family charity 
Parents And Children Together. 

Martin comes to PACT from Oxfordshire County 
Council's Children's Services where he was a 
specialist in placing children for both fostering and 
adoption. He says, "PACT is now actively 
recruiting new foster carers: I would love to hear 
from anyone who would be interested in providing 
permanent foster care for children aged 8 and 
older. We can talk 
about tailor-made 
training and 
support, and of 
course, there's 
financial 
assistance. 

PACT'S about to 
start a series of 
drop-in information 
evenings but don't 
wait for them to 
come round if you 
are interested in 
exploring the 
possibilities!" 




Martin can be 
contacted at PACT 
on 0118 938 7600 
or via fostering@ 
pactcharity.org. 




Parents And Children Together 



Do you want to make a REAL difference 
to a child’s life? 

Parents And Children Together offers a generous 
maintenance allowance to foster carers, 24 -hour access to 
support and ongoing training. 

For an informal discussion on joining the PACT 
family as a foster carer, call Martin Bulpitt on 

FREEPHONE 0800 731 1845 or 
e-mail fostering@pactcharity.org 



Registered as the Oxford Diocesan Council for Social Work. inc.A company limited by- 
guarantee and not having a share capital. Registered in England no 1636098, Registered in 
England as a charity no 285214. Registered office: 7 Southern Court, South Street, 
Reading, RG1 4QS 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 

• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 

• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 

ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 



CROFT DESIGN 



Cassocks-Surplices-Albs-Stoles 

Frorrtals-Danners-Copes-'Chasubles 

Visit our new website 

wmM.crofUieei0n.co.uk 

2 The Bull Ring, Much Wenlock, 
Shropshire, TF13 6HS. 

9 01952 727632 sales@croftdesign.co.uk 



To advertise in The Door 
call 01752 225623 







J&M SEWING SERVICE LTD 

CHURCH ROBES INDIVIDUALLY MADE TO ORDER 

'Quality Is not expensive Its priceless' 




By Appointment to 
Her Majesty The Queen 
Manufacturers of Clerical Robes 



CASSOCKS + SURPLICES 
ALBS + COTTAS 
CLERICAL BLOUSES 
CLERICAL SHIRTS 



STOLES & VESTMENTS 
CHOIR ROBES 
VERGERS ROBES 
BANNER & FRONTALS 



you name it, we probably make It. 

OUR MOTTO ... "THERE'S ALWAYS TIME FOR COURTESY!” 

Order on-line at www.jandmsewing.com 
or ask for our free Catalogue 
Tel: 0191 232 9589 Fax: 0191 230 1215 
email: jandmsewing@btconnect.com 
I Charlotte Square, Newcastle upon Tyne. NEI 4XF 



Established by Joyce Davison & Maureen Waterston in 1980 




You'd notice a lot missing 
this Christmas if it wasn't 
for seafarers bringing us 
over 90% of our everyday 
needs. 

Caring for seafarers 
• around the world 

Losses at sea, piracy and Registered charity no: 212432 

abandonment are just 
some of the dangers facing seafarers today. 
For over 150 years. The Mission to Seafarers has 
been providing practical help to seafarers 
whatever their faith or nationality. Today we 
have a presence in 230 ports around the world. 



I would like to make a donation of: £ 



$ l am a UK tax payer and I want The Mission to Seafarers to treat the enclosed donation, and 



any donations I have made since 6 April 2000, from the date of this declaration as Gift Aid 
until I notify you otherwise. 



Signature: Date / /2007 

Please make cheques payable to The Mission to Seafarers and return the coupon with payment to: 
The Mission to Seafarers, St Michael Paternoster Royal, College Hill, London, EC4R 2RL 

I wish/do not wish (delete as appropriate) to receive information about The Mission to Seafarers 



Name 



Address 



Postcode TD1107 



Help us to support seafarers who help you 
live your everyday lives 

To make a donation please complete the 
coupon left and send to: The Mission to 
Seafarers, St Michael Paternoster Royal, 
College Hill, London EC4R 2RL. 

For more information you can also use the 
coupon or call on 020 7248 5202, email 
fundraising@missiontoseafarers.org or visit 
our website at www.missiontoseafarers.org 
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Ordinations 

New deacons begin their ministry 





With a bumper 23 candidates this 
September, the Michaelmas ordina- 
tion of deacons at Christ Church 
Cathedral took place over two 
days. Families and friends packed 
the Cathedral to watch the ordina- 
tions by the Bishop of Oxford, the 
Rt Revd-John Pritchard. The dea- 
cons will begin their ministries as 
curates in parishes around the dio- 
cese. Please pray for them. 

Jane Sherwood 

Parish: Oxford 

I will serve my curacy at St Luke’s Church - 
part of the parish of St Matthew’s - which is 
a church-cum community centre with a cre- 
ative heart committed to serving people in an 
area of deprivation. 

Janet Binns 

Parish: Slough 

I am married to Glen with two daughters, 
Natalie (25) and Victoria (16). I am looking 
forward to serving in such a culturally diverse 
area as St Paul’s Church. I’m sure my previous 
work with the offshore arm of Barclays Bank, 
meeting people across the world, will be ben- 
eficial in parish life. 

Elizabeth Baker 

Parish: Watling Valley Ecumenical Partnership, 
Milton Keynes 

I am married to Robin and we have four chil- 
dren, James (27), Iain (25), Catriona (17) and 
Taran (16). After ordination I will continue to 
work as Director of The Well Community 
where I also live. 

Jenny Alidina 

Parish: Chipping Norton Benefice 
I am very much looking forward to serving 
the community of Chipping Norton and final- 
ly putting my training into practice! I am 
very grateful for the love and support I have 
received from friends and especially my hus- 
band Naj and my children Sophie and Josh. 

Eddie Orme 

Parish: Reading 

We are delighted that my wife, Chris, has been 
invited to transfer her LLM licence enabling 
us both to be part of the team at St Agnes with 
St Paul and St Barnabas. We have four daugh- 
ters and three grandchildren, with another 
due in November. Before retirement I worked 
in computer software development. Human 
Resource management and in Social Science 
interviewing. 

Jonathan Hawkins 

Parish: Aylesbury 

My job as a Chartered Surveyor brought 
Jackie and me to Aylesbury some 23 years 
ago. We now have two grown up sons. I am 
looking forward to serving as my curacy at 
the Church of the Good Shepherd. 

* 

Tim Yates 

Parish: Great Chesham 

I’ve lived in Chesham for 20 years, and am 
delighted to stay within the Parish while excit- 
ed to be -changing churches. I’m married to 
Fionnagh, and we have two teenagers - Josh 
and Sam. I work as a consultant in the con- 
struction industry and I’m keen on gardening 
and walking in the mountains. 



Left to right, sitting: 1, Sue Burchell; 2, Jenny 
Alidina; 3, Elizabeth Baker; 4, Rebecca Bevan; 5, 
Lorraine Colam; 6, Ruth Boughton; 7, Jenny 
Edmans. Back row: 8, Jane Sherwood; 9, Tessa 
Kuin Lawton; 10, Christopher Hill; 11, Peter Ball; 
12, Duncan White; 13, Jonathan Hawkins; 14, Tim 
Yates; 15, Kay Peck; 16, Mary Harwood; 17, 
Edward Orme; 18, David Bell; 19, Alan Crawley; 
20, Mike Rayner; 21, Lesley Fellows; 22, Brian 
Wood; 23, Janet Binns. Photo Frank Blackwell 

Sue Burchell 

Parish: Banbury 

I am married with children aged 20, 22 and 
23. My day job is as Definitive Map Officer 
for Buckinghamshire County Council, look- 
ing after the map of public footpaths, bridle- 
ways and byways. I shall be serving as curate 
in the Parish of St Leonard’s. 

Lesley Fellows 

Parish: Bernwode Benefice 
I am married to Neil and we have sons Caleb, 
Ben and Aidan. With a degree in engineering 
and a PhD I have previously worked on 
planes. Then God called and my training 
began. Bernwode Benefice here I come! 

Mike Rayner 

Parish: Oxford 

As well as my curacy at St Matthew’s Church, 
I am also interested in workplace ministry. In 
my day job I research into and campaign for 
tougher restrictions on junk food advertising. 
I am married to Nicky and have two children, 
Emily and Anne. 

Jenny Edmans 

Parish: Bernwode Benefice 
I am married to Kevin and we have three chil- 
dren, aged 14-23. Before the children, I 
trained and worked as a nurse in Oxford. 
Now we live and work on the family farm, 
near Brill, in the Bernwode Benefice where I 
will begin my ministry. 

« 

Mary Harwood 

Parish: Burghfield 

I am single, but have a large extended family. 
I am a retired Army Officer and have been 
working as a freelance Church Organist. After 
three years on the Oxford Ministry Course I 
look forward to serving my title at St Mary 
the Virgin. 

Brian Wood 

Parish: Blenheim Benefice 
I thoroughly enjoyed my training on the 
Oxford Ministry Course and my wife, Erica, 
and I look forward to my curacy. I studied 
Architecture at Sheffield and shall be continu- 
ing the ‘day job’ lecturing in Construction 
Management at Oxford Brookes University. 



Alan Crawley 

Parish: Great Marlow with Marlow Bottom, 
Little Marlow and Bisham 
I am delighted to be serving my title in the 
place where I have lived and worshipped for 
the past 12 years with my wife Margaret and 
children Catherine, Emma, Laura and 
Rosalind , who are in their late teens and early 
twenties. 

Christopher Hill 

Parish: Warfield, Bracknell 
I’m a church planter, happiest on the edges of 
the church, creating communities that offer 
opportunities to find faith and fulfilment in 
Jesus. I’m often found in Cafe Nero; dating 
my wife; Riley’s being snookered by my son; 
or London Irish and in Cyberspace (MSN) 
with my daughters. 

Lorraine Colam 

Parish: Tilehurst 

I returned to Tilehurst, my childhood home, 
six years ago with my husband, Trevor and 
our children Claire (14) and David (10) and 
now look forward to serving here, hopefully 
combining my skills and experiences as a 
nurse with ministerial duties at St Catherine of 
Siena. 

Dave Bell 

Parish: New Bradwell 

I live in Milton Keynes with my wife Kath and 
our children Saskia, Lydia and Tim. I will be 
serving at St James’ Church, part of the 
Ecumenical Parish of Stantonbury, and con- 
tinuing as a full time teacher. 

Ruth Boughton 

Parish: Benefice of Chenies and Little Chalfont, 
with Latimer and Flaunden 
Born and bred in Little Chalfont, I have been 
working in the benefice since 1998 as the 
Children’s and Families Worker. I have three 
children, Ben (29), Daniel (27) and Laura 
(20), and two cats. 

Tessa Kuin Lawton 

Parish: Bampton, Aston, Clanfield, Lew and 
ShiffQrd 

Being in a close-knit rural community for the 
past seven years has encouraged me to accept 



the vocation I first recognised at the age of 10. 
I feel privileged to have been called to serve 
this community and am passionate about the 
advantages of rural ministry. 

Duncan White 

Parish: Tilehurst 

I am 62 and a Senior Manager in the 
Petrochemical Industry. Married to Eileen 
for 40 years, we have two sons, two grand- 
sons and a granddaughter due in October. I 
was licensed as an LLM in 2004 and look for- 
ward to continuing my ministry at St George’s 
and St Mary Magdalene. 

Peter Ball 

Parish: Hanborough and Freeland . 

Married to Denise with daughters, Nicola and 
Catherine, I am on the staff of the 
Archbishops’ Council and am interested in 
ministry with young people across the 
Anglican Communion. I enjoy watching 
family thespians, some sport, and painting. 

Kay Peck 

Parish: Swan Team 

I live in Winslow with my husband Michael 
and work as a supply teacher in Milton 
Keynes. I have thoroughly enjoyed my stud- 
ies with the Oxford Ministry Course and look 
forward to beginning my ministry. 

Becky Bevan 

Parish: Thatcham 

I am married to .Phillip and have two chil- 
dren, Lydia (12) and Harry (9). I worked for 
many years in book publishing, most recently 
as Publishing Director for a company in 
Oxford. I will serve as assistant curate at St 
Mary’s Church. 



Is God calling you? 

The Oxford Diocese has a network 
of friendly vocations advisers who 
are here to help you. 

For more information call Debbie 
Dallimore on 01865 208291. 
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Grace Publications Trust 




Now available 

Foundations 
of the 

Christian Faith 

by 

Roger Weil 

£11.95 

(400pp) 



A practical Systematic Theology written 
in a non-technical and easy-to-read style 
so that the major doctrines of 
the Christian Faith are made 
piain to the ordinary reader 
Obtainable from The Christian Bookshop (c), 
Sevenoaks Road, Pratts Bottom, Orpington, 
Kent, BR6 7SQ 
0845 060 1689 

www.thechristianbookshop.co.uk 
and all good Christian bookshops 



Feature 



The Barn Church 
Great Totham, Essex 




Suitable for away days. Alpha Holy 
Spirit days, retreats, etc. For more details 
phone 01621 854699 or 
email: bobandjane@ukonline.co.uk 
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d i re ct 

Grove House, Headley Road, 
Grayshott, Surrey 6U26 6L£, 
Tel: 01428 604046 
www.heafthwisef 00 dsxo.uk 

Healthwise Foods can now bring you quality 
health supplements straight to your door. For 
no fuss ordering call 01428 604046 or fill in the 
order form and post to the address above. 



Glucosamine Sulphate 
90 lOOOmg capsules £8.99 

MSM 

240 tablets £12.99 
Cranberry 

90 6000mg tablets £7.99 

Evening Primrose Oil 
90 lOOOmg capsules £6.99 

Cod Liver Oil 

90 lOOOmg capsules £2.99 
Fish Oil 

90 lOOOmg capsules £3.99 




Name . 



Address, 



Tel:. 



I enclose a cheque/PO for_ 



payable to Healthwise Foods, 

or debit my Maestro/MastercardA/isa card number 



Issue number. 



. Expiry date L 



Product Size Price Qty TOTAL 



Include £1.95 p&p if order is below £20.00 



D IVERSIFY or die... it's a message that has spread out across 
rural communities, affecting not only farmers but now, it 
seems, our churches. Several churches across the country have 
taken on the challenge of opening up their doors for use by 
the wider community. In some places churches are cinemas, post offices, 
coffee shops and concert halls as well as providing general space for 
village meetings. Rebecca Pave ley and Sally Jarman met some of those 
who have seized the initiative in our diocese, and made sure their church 
is firmly at the heart of their community. 



The news from the countryside has been bleak 
for months, if not years. If it isn’t foot and 
mouth, it is stories of post office, church and 
village shop closures, of families moving away, 
of isolation and loneliness. 

Where churches remain, they are often the 
only community space in the village. Some 
have seen in this the opportunity to serve their 
community further. 

Rural officer John Townend, who lives in 
rural west Berkshire, said it offers a fantastic 
chance for some churches to reconnect, to 
prove they are the heart of the village. 

The church does not just exist to serve its 
immediate congregation but the whole com- 
munity. Here in Chaddleworth we lost our 
shop and post office, and the pub has taken it 
on. It wasn’t appropriate for the church to do 
it, as it isn’t in the centre of the village, but in 
many villages the church is well placed to step 
in where other facilities close.’ 

As more and more village post offices and 
stores close, the church is faced with a huge 
opportunity, he said. A few churches around 
the country have already opened up post 
offices - though none yet in our diocese - but 
John is sure some soon will. 

‘It is a way of throwing open the doors of 
the church - many people think churches are 
locked all day when in fact most aren’t - and 
letting people know the church is at the heart 
of the community. If we don’t then there will 
be more and more church closures and that 
would be a terrible thing. 

‘Priests would be foolish to turn against this. 
Diversifying offers a way of meeting people 
and making contact outside the regular con- 
gregation.’ 

Fernham, in the Vale of the White Horse, is^ 
doing just that - and has seized the opportu- 
nity to try and raise funds through partici- 





'It is a way of throwing open the 
doors of the church - many peo- 
ple think churches are locked all 
day when in fact most aren't - 
and letting people know the 
church is at the heart of the 
community. If we don't then 
there will be more and more 
church closures and that would 
be a terrible thing' 

John Townend 



paring in a TV phone poll programme, which 
offers cash to worthy causes. 

Fernham’s project to turn its tiny church 
(pictured above) into space available for 
community gatherings as well as worship is 
competing in ITV’s People’s 
Millions lottery show on 28 
November. If they win the 
public poll they could win up 
to £92,000 - enough to begin 
on the first phrase of their 
ambitious project to take out 
pews, re-do the flooring and 
create a new space for com- 
munity events, such as film 
nights and concerts. And with 
just 250 people in the village, 
everybody is having to get 
behind the scheme to try and 
raise the money, with £50,000 
raised so far. 

Richard Hancock, area 
dean, said the scheme was 
being run by villagers, with 
his support - and he won’t 
be the one to go on the show 
and bid for the money! 

The show will be on 
around 6pm on 28 
November. Please 
watch and vote! 

Fernham has mod- 
elled its project on two 
others, carried out in 
the 80s and 90s. Stoke 
Lyne, in north 
Oxfordshire, was one 



of the first. The closure of the village school left 
the village without any public space and the 
church offered to create a village space within 
its walls. There was some opposition to the 
plans, said Jane Ward-Alden, whose late hus- 
band Christopher was churchwarden at the 
time. 

She said: ‘Those fears were respected and lis- 
tened to and the issue went to a consistory 
court, held in the church, before a decision 
was made. 

‘But the idea had the support of the diocese 
and my husband and others did a huge 
amount of work to ensure that the alterations 
were sympathetic to the building, and permis- 
sion for the idea was granted. 

‘A glass screen was installed towards the back 
of the church and pews taken out to allow chairs 
instead, which are flexible and allow up to 50 
people seated at tables. We also installed a 
kitchen, disabled ramps and loos.’ 

The space is used regularly and even those 
who were opposed in the beginning generally 
welcome the changes now, she said. 

Another early mover on opening up the 
church was the small population of Elsfield, 
just outside the Oxford ringroad. There the 
church holds services just once a month and is 
attended by a regular congregation of around 
12. There is no other space in the village for 
the community to meet and the village rallied 
round to raise funds to transform the Grade 
IP listed church from a dark and damp space 
that was barely used into something altogeth- 
er more warm, bright and welcoming for the 
whole community. 

Churchwarden Carolyn Brown said: ‘When 
the idea was first suggested in 1994 the church 
jwas damp and cold and shut for most of the 
time. The congregation was virtually non-exis- 
tent and we didn’t even have a PCC. It was Eric 
Heaton, a former dean of Christ Church 
Cathedral living in the village, who suggested 
that it be used as churches were intended to be, 
for the whole village. 

‘We had a meeting of the whole parish and 
everyone agreed it was a good idea, as there 
are no other meeting places and it would justi- 
fy the money that needed to be spent on the 
building. So v we set about fundraising.’ 

Undeterred by the mammoth amount of 
money required for the project, the parish 
organized what became the famous Elsfield 
plant sales of which, Carolyn says, people still 
bemoan the end. Formation of a community 
parish group also meant that they were able to 
obtain a grant from the South Oxfordshire 
District Council community fund, as well as 
others. Where once there were pews at the 
back of the church, there is now an oak and 
glass folding screen and space for 50 people to 
sit. 

Carolyn says that the project has really united 
the whole village and it is wonderful to see the 
church used by the community for meetings and 
events. Another bonus has been a growth in the 
congregation, and the ability to simply offer 
them coffee at the end of services. 

Elsfield is often visited by other parishes 
gathering ideas for similar projects and 
Carolyn’s advice is to involve the community, 
be very clear about your vision, and to perse- 
vere when problems present themselves, as 
they inevitably will. 

There is support on hand for churches plan- 
ning to open up as community facilities. 

Diocesan Rural Officer Glyn Evans produced 
a booklet a few years ago to help churches 
thinking of opening up, and that is now being 
updated. And there is support from the rural 
community councils too, who can give advice 
on funding and available grants. 

‘Opening up for whole community use is 
vital,’ said Glyn*. ‘It is about being imagi- 
native and giving space in small rural com- 
munities for people to gather together, 
where the community can be directly 
served by the church.’ 




Photos: above the inside of Fernham church by Revd Richard Hancock; left Elsfield's 
tiny church by Sally Jarman; right, how one of our churches might look as a post 
(office, by Phil Hind. 





Sponsored Feature 




“You could be fitter - 
do you want to be?” 

“That’s what I ask my new 
clients” says Steve Kirkby a qual- 
ified and experienced Personal 
Trainer and Sports Therapist. He 
continues, “Getting folks who I 
train and treat to achieve a 
greater level of physical well 
being is vitally important to me as 
a Christian.” 

Steve is keen on new clients giving his therapy a 
real try and has therefore come up with an offer of a 
free fitness session or sports massage for clients 
who pre book a series of five sessions / massages. 

The age range of Steve’s clients have been from 
early teens to 105yrs. One of them has been a 
Bronze medal winning Olympic athlete another was 
a C of E Bishop who asked for a programme of exer- 
cises to strengthen his body in preparation for hill 
climbing. 

Speaking from a Christian view Steve said, “I feel 
the wheel of fitness i.e. the emotional, mental, social, 
physical and spiritual aspects are all critical to help 
goals to be achieved for those in my care. 

“Many readers may be very fit in other area of their 
life but how is their physical fitness? This is where I 
can assist by training them and maybe a friend as 
well in the comfort of their own home. 

“God gave us all a body to look after and with my 
experience and knowledge I will help clients to gain 
a greater degree of strength, stamina and supple- 
ness. During the years I have been in the fitness 
business God has given me the privilege of seeing 
people touched by God, yes fitness is spiritual as 
well.” 

Sports Massage is Steve’s other major area of 
expertise. He believes that the physical, physiologi- 
cal and psychological elements in a person’s life are 
greatly enhanced with therapeutic sports massage. 

Among Steve’s clients is John Dawson from the 
Run for Glory television programme about various 
individuals running a marathon. 

Two years ago Steve was employed in treating a 
lady who is extremely good at football. She is in the 
Deaf British Women’s Football Team. Steve says 
proudly, “Due to my help she went to the Deaf 
Olympics in Australia and her team won an Olympic 
Bronze Medal.” 

“Do you feel fitter or could you be fitter.” That’s 
Steve’s question to you. Call him to see how he can 
help you get fitter or massage away those tight and 
painful muscular problems. Contact Steve Kirby FTST 
(Dip) NRPTT ITEC on Tel 07951 889 042 or pay a visit 
to the website: www.thebestof.co.uk/sutton (then go 
to Sports Therapist on the business link page) 

This is for you!!! 

GET FIT STAY FIT 

INSPIRATIONAL FITNESS 
TRAINING AND SPORTS and 
Physiotherapy MASSAGE SERVICE 

from your local therapist in Burgh Heath • Est 1999 



Enjoy 5 massages & 

GET 1 FREE!! 



Gaining the feel good factor to aid all physical, physiological and 
psychological demands on your body, so YOU can give your best. 

Getting YOU training after lay-off or injury, focusing on rehabilitation 
and healing to get YOU safely back to your best. 

Giving YOU the right advice and techniques to maximize mind and 
body performance. 

Through physical ministry my coaching has successfully helped 
people from all walks of life to reach tneir own personal goals. 

(I have many great checkable references from them.) 

Call me to find out how I can help YOU right now! 

Fully insured 

STEVE KIRBY FTST(DIP)NRPTT & 

ITEC SPORTS MASSAGE DIPLOMA S 

TEL 07951 889 042 

One day, You might require my assistance 
" so keep this advert safe!!! 






12 



THE DOOR : NOVEMBER 2007 






+ 



Want to get away? 

Look into the Directory on page 14 
for holidays at home and abroad 



Advertiser’s announcement 





Put us where we’re needed. 

Please put us in your Will. 

If you were to witness a crisis, your first instinct would 
probably be to help. Now you can put that instinct - 
so powerful, so human - at the heart of your Will by 
including a gift to the British Red Cross. 

For more information about putting us in your Will, please 
call Pam Cryer on 01483 447873 or write to her at: 

Room 27866 , Freepost RRAR-JXAG-BTGU, 14 The Pines, 
Broad Street, GUILDFORD, Surrey GU3 3BH 
redcross.org.uk 



Making a Difference ... 







With supported housing and nursing care, the Church 
of England Pensions Board provides security and peace 
of mind in retirement to those who have given their 
lives towards helping others in the name of Christ, 
including Clergy Widows and Licensed Lay Workers. 

We rely on donations and legacies to continue this 
much needed work. 

PLEASE HELP US IN ANY WAY YOU CAN 

The Church of England Pensions Board (OD) 
FREEPOST 898, LONDON SW1P 3YS 
Tel: 020 7898 1800 

Web: www.eofe.anglican.org/about/cepb 
Email: enquiries@cepb.c-of-e.org.uk 

Registered Charity Number: 23G627 



Broadcasting a message of hope 
to towns and 
cities across 
the country 







Urv. OKAJr £ CaJt 



The diverse range of churches 
across the United Kingdom are on 
a constant mission to serve and 
communicate with the 58 million 
residents and many visitors. 

The year long initiative ‘Hope 08’ 
proposes to support this on-going work, by 
facilitating intensified, united, focused 
prayer and a year of activities, 
communicating the Gospel through words 
and actions, creating a lasting legacy of 
both physical and spiritual change in the 
lives of communities and individuals. It will 
do this by: 

Supporting Local Churches 

across the UK in their commitment to serve 
and witness to their communities 

Encouraging Collaboration 

between churches and agencies in reaching 
out to their communities 

Resourcing and Training 

local churches to develop their ability to 
engage with their communities on a long 
term basis 

Impacting Individuals and Communities 

with the Gospel through words and actions 
during 2008. 

Another way that churches and church 
groups will be able to witness to their 
community is through radio broadcasting. 

Cross Rhythms City Radio in 
Stoke-on-Trent is partnering with Hope 08 
to help facilitate restricted service licence 
(RSL) radio stations across the UK for the 
Hope 08 campaign. 

Cross Rhythms, the well-established 
multi-media youth ministry has successfully 
pioneered community radio aimed at youth 
and the younger generation and can now 
be heard in Stoke-on-Trent and Plymouth 
on FM with Cross Rhythms Stockton due to 
launch early in 2008. 

By partnering with Hope 08, Cross Rhythms 
will provide local groups with much of the 
material required to launch their own RSL- 
based Radio Hope. 

The broad purpose of theses RSL’s will be 
along one or more of these lines: 

• To specifically engage with the wider 
community in a city/region as a specific 



stand 

alone Hope 08 project in it’s own right. 
This would run along the lines of the 
Cross Rhythms model of community 
radio; engaging with public bodies and 
services, other community groups, local 
businesses and the voluntary sector as 
well as local church strategy. 

• To profile church activity across a 
city/region through Hope08 initiatives. 
This may be specifically targeting a 
Christian/church audience with info, feed- 
back etc. Or this could be specifically tar- 
geting the wider community sharing what 
Hope 08 is all about, what it is relevantly 
doing for the community etc. 

• To showcase and profile local talent. 

• To introduce the basic concept of the 
Cross Rhythms model of community 
radio as a possible legacy that could be 
picked up in the area should interest and 
local vision arise after Hope 08 has 
concluded. 

Radio Hope will sound much like Cross 
Rhythms (which can be heard by logging on 
to Cross Rhythms at: 
www.crossrhythms.co.uk/radio/), with a 
contemporary music base. Upon this, 
however, each station would present 
local/Hope 08 content through interviews, 
features and so on. 

Cross Rhythms will supply all the basic 
playlist schedules and music selection, 
enabling a group to focus all their attention 
on actual local content, and thus ‘start 
running’! 

Wherever possible, presenters will broad- 
cast live and incorporate pre-recorded 
material but the RSL will not be designed to 
put pressure on the availability of presen- 
ters and will always be able to fall back to a 
well-structured playlist. Volunteers for Radio 
Hope will* be offered basic training in 
advance of the RSL by Cross Rhythms. 



The application for a 28 day licence needs 
to be made a maximum six months and a 
minimum of eight weeks in advance of 
when a group wishes to be broadcasting. 

A group could conceivably run a station at 
any time in the year, but it is suggested that 
a group look at running one during a key 
Hope 08 time of activity, in particular during 
Easter 08, Summer 08 or Christmas 08. 

Whilst budgets may vary, costs involved for 
a group are likely to be approximately 
£5,000 to cover equipment hire, IRN news 
feed, licences and transmission equipment. 

Other costs are likely to be incurred in pub- 
licity and marketing, along with likely PC 
and broadband connection for IP link if 
required. 

The basic playlist and Radio Hope 
idents/jingles will be provided by Cross 
Rhythms via ENCO software on a rented 
PC. 

Depending on whether the transmitter is at 
the same location as the studio or not, 
consideration will need to be given to the 
link between the two. If they are close by 
then a cable connection should be 
sufficient. 

If, however, there is distance between 
them, IP transmission is likely to be the 
most cost-efficient linkage system, but will 
require a minimum 2 Mb broadband 
connection at both ends. 

Radio Hope should rely on volunteer 
support to run programmes, presentation 
and backup technical support. Ideally each 
station should have someone involved with 
good technical knowledge and experience 
in areas of IT and if possible transmission. 

If you are interested to explore the running 
of a Radio Hope RSL Radio Station in 2008 
then please contact 

jonathan.bellamy@crossrhythms.co.uk or 
phone 01782 251000, to discuss. 
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Did you know it is a British Standard 


BARS BY'' 


requirement that all Lightning Protection 




Systems are tested annually? 


.. LIGHTNING 


WE CAN HELP? 


PROTECTION 


Site recommendations and quotations provided. 
Other services include Gutter an Roof repairs. 


BS 665 1 : 1999 / BS 7430 


Call 07798 751051 or 01455 208229, www.barsbylightning.com 
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ChurchArmy 

www.churcharmy.org.uk 



Jade Watson was just 1 5 when she was sexually abused. To numb the 
pain, she started drinking heavily and entered a marriage which turned 
violent and ended in divorce. One Sunday, after years of unhappiness, 
Jade heard the message of Christ on a TV programme and made the 
instant decision to give her life to Jesus. 



Today Jade is a married mother of three, serving as a Church 
Army evangelist in Winchester Community Prison. She is 
passionate about proclaiming the Gospel through both 
words and actions to prisoners and ex-offenders, and longs 
for them to know true freedom in Christ 

'They can relate to my broken background," says Jade. 
"By sharing my own story of being healed from alcohol 
addiction, they see that Jesus can change their lives. Most 
people regard them as worthless, but they are all made in 
the image of God - he loves and treasures them, and my 
job is to do the same, to make them feel valued and 
accepted. I encourage them to become ministers to 
others in similar situations." 

After a prophecy and having heard the testimony 
of an ex-offender, Jade went to the chaplain at Dover 



prison near her home and asked if she could help. She started 
visiting twice a week and ran two Alpha courses with 12 
prisoners on each. All 24 prisoners either decided to follow 
Jesus or recommitted their lives to him. 

Glyn, an inmate at Dover prison, was befriended by Jade 
and encouraged to follow Jesus. “He asked me how all the 
animals could fit inside Noah’s Ark,” Jade recalls. "I told him 
such questions shouldn't prevent him from coming to Jesus. 
That seemed to make sense to him." He completed a 
correspondence course in theology and is now a parish priest. 
Til never forget the day Jade first came to see me," says Glyn, 
"the warmth of her smile and the friendly way she shared her 
story with me when I was a very scared young offender. She 
encouraged me to come back to Jesus. I will always be 
grateful to her." 



Jade's testimony is an example of the life-changing work Church Army does. There are many, many 
more. We can only do this work with your support. This is how your support could help. 



£1 5 per month enables 

an evangelist to bring living hope 
through practical means to 
those who have a family member 
in prison. 



£20 per month enables 

an evangelist to train a volunteer to 
care, give unconditional support and 
practical professional advice to 
people who find life difficult. 



£50 per month enables 

an evangelist to resettle an 
ex-offender and help them get 
their life 'back on track! 



You can make a donation by filling in the attached form. To find out more, or donate online, go to 

www.bringinghope.org.uk or call 020 8309 3519 



"x W0LS 

visited 



ha 

it 



priscw wd 

cjctfU mtsp* 



Your generous gift will help us to provide vital services and support to the 
most vulnerable people throughout the UK and Ireland. 

Please accept my gift of: Cl £1 5 □ £20 □ £50 □ Other £ 

EH I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to Church Army. 

□ Please debit my credit/debit card: MasterCard/Visa/Amex/CAF Charity Card/Maestro/Switch/Delta 

(circle as applicable) 



your chosen 
amount 



Card no: . 



Valid from: 



. Expiry date: . 



Security Number: _ 
Signature: 



(Last 3 digits on the back of your card in the signature 
- strip. American Express cards have a 4 digit code) 



Issue no: 



■ (for Maestro/Switch/Delta) 



Date: 



I I Please tick if you DO NOT wish to receive an acknowledgement. 



We hold your details in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1988. This allows us to provide you with updates and information on how 
you can pray for us and support us. If you do not wish to receive any future mailings from Church Army, please tick this box Q 



Can you Gift Aid your donation? 



Use Gift Aid and you can make your donation worth more. For every pound 
you give to us, we get an extra 28 pence from the Inland Revenue. 

So just tick here. XT's SimfUl □ 



jyifelOA'd vfc 



Signature: 



Date: 



To qualify for Gift Aid, what you pay in income tax or capital gains tax must equal the amount we will claim in the tax year. 
You must pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax at least equal to the tax that the charity reclaims on your 
donations in the appropriate tax year (currently 28p for each £1 you give). 

w 1 1 i 



_ — r _ T - 



Name Of Church (e.g. Sidcup, St. Mary) 








Age □ 18-25 □ 26-45 

Email 


□ 46-65 


□ 65+ 


(We wilt not pass on your 
details to a 3rd party) 










Direct Debit Form 






Name and full postal address of your bank or building society 
To the Manager Bank/Building Society: 




^1^\direct 

\£yD e bit 


Address: 


Postcode: 


Name(s) of account holders: 



Bank/Building Society Account Number Originators identification Number 

□□□□□□□□ |4|»l«l»l«|4| 

Branch Sort code Reference (to be completed by Church Army) 

nn-on-cin 



Instructions to your bank/building society. Please pay Church Army Direct Debits from the account detailed in 
these instructions subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this 
instruction may remain with Church Army and if so, details will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building 
Society. Banks and building society’s may not accept Direct Debit instructions for some type of accounts. 



Please fill in using a ball point pen and send it to: Church 



Sidcup, DAI 5 7BR 



Whatever you choose to give, you will know that your support has made a difference and helped us to bring hope, living hope. 
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Holidays Overseas 



Holidays At Home 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel 01454 260619 

uninu wohtenhomes.co. uk 



France - Bernay 

Diocese of Evreux. 
Delightful Normandy 
farmhouse, peaceful hamlet. 

20 mins from i’Abbaye of 
BeoHeHoum. 35 mins coast. 
Large garden, beautiful in spring 
Steeps 4-5 adults + 4 chorea 
Posstote mini retreat centre. 

Tel: 01825 762077 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeino. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265 683 

bripat@brialdon@freeserve. co.uk 



<3 



Is Christian Guild 



Isle of Wight 

Winter Breaks 

Warm, comfortable, 
convenient, for non- 
smokers only, coastal 
cottage. Scenic walking, 
highly recommended, 

4 days rent from £60 
01425 615215 




A warm traditional 
welcome awaits you at 

K1NGFORD 
HOUSE HOTEL 
Lynton 

* + ** Silver Award 
Enjoy excellent home cuisine. 
Situated for coastal & Exmoor walks. 
Telephone Tricia Morgan on 

01598 752361 

for a brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol .com 
OPEN FOR CHRISTMAS 



ISRAEL 

Let the Bible come alive! 

Walk in the footsteps of Jesus with 
Chris & Lindy Hill (Leaders of 70+ tours) 
8, 1 I & 15 days in the Holy Land. 
Brochure, Tel: 0 1 763 272210 
E: carol_barry@onetel.com 
www.clministries.org.uk 



6 superb hotels in the most 
beautiful parts of England: 
South Lakes, Wye Valley, 
Derbyshire Dales, Devon 
North Yorkshire & Cornwall 






GATWICK 

8 mins 

Family run B&B - AA 4 Star || 
Transport & Parking by 
arrangement 
Brochure: Brian & Liz f 
Tel: 01293 546222 
Fax: 01293 518712 

S email: 

infoGaprilcottagcgues thousc.co.uk 
w .aprilc0tt4geguestfKMMe.co.uk 



PEMBROKESHIRE 

COTTAGE 







Idyllic setting near Newport 
Long sandy beach 5 ntiks. Large 
south facing garden with fenced 
stream Very peaceful, perfect 
for children and walkers 
Woodbuniing stove & CH. 
Sleeps 3 / 4 . Dogs welcome. 

Tel: 01249 782120 or 
782075 



Holiday Insurance 



NEW 2008 Holidays & Short Breaks 

brochure now available! 



Call 01 Q* 



bbUbS>0 and quote CP7 

i/.christianguildxo.uk 



■■■■■ 



Perfect Family Holiday 

Christian family has luxury six-berth caravan (privately owned) on the 
popular SHOREFIELD COUNTRY PARK near Lymington and New Forest. 
Excellent facilities on site including leisure centre and play areas. 



Prices from £175 per week inclusive 
Call 07811 343335 (24 hours) for brochure or bookings 



Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

ARE YOU AGED BETWEEN 55 & 74 YEARS OF AGE? 

Here is our special offer (with a max. of 45 days per trip) 



EUROPE 



WORLDWIDE 

Age restrictions apply 



ADULT 

£99.95 



COUPLE 

£139.95 



ADULT 

£109.95 



COUPLE 

£159.95 



No maximum age limit on single trip travel insurance. 
Don't forget we offer annual insurance 
fo^people up to 85 years of age. 



m 

HIRE 



Please ring for details 
0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A. 






Ashfold 

School 



Co-educational (3-13) 
Prep & Pre-Prep School 




Day & weekly boarding 

I Excellent academic record 

Superb sport with new 
Astroturf playing surface, 
music, art and ICT 
facilities 



Open Morning 

10am- 12 noon 
Saturday 

10th November 2007 



For a prospectus 
or to arrange a visit 
contact us at 

Ashfold School 
Dorton 

Bucks HP18 9NG 
01844 238237 

hmsecrctury#ashfoklschooLco.uk 

www ashf oldschool.co.uk 



Oxford 14 miles 
Thame 6 miles 
Bicester 9 miles 



John Radice Architect RIBA AABC 

Specialist in church work including 
conservation, re-ordering and alterations 



The Old Post Office, Berrick Salome, 

WaINngford. Oxfordshire 0X10 6JN 
t/f: 01865 891719 www.radice.org.uk 

i 

Cherishing and transforming churches for God s use today 



J.Hart Catering 

Outside caterers for all events from 
champagne receptions to romantic 
meals in your own home or wakes. 
Everything served to your 
specifications, reliable and 
fully trained staff. 

Contact James on 07949 901029 or 
01235 833378 or visit us at 
www.jhartcatering.co.uk 



Life? 

Why do human 
beings exist? 

visit 

handbook-for-life.org.uk 

All articles on the website are available free 
in printed booklets from Handbook-for-Life 
4 East Street, Tollesbury, Essex CM9 8QD 



A holiday made for you! 




Merton House Hotel - is a special 
hotel catering for people with 
disabilites, elderly and frail. 

Situated in the historic market town 
of Ross-On-Wye Herefordshire. 
Merton House has a beautiful 
location overlooking the River Wye 
and across the Black Mountains 
of Wales. 



ENJOY OUR \\1 A/INCi I ATI: SEASON SPECIAL OiTHR HOLIDAYS DURING THE 
MONTHS Ol OCTOBER (SAT. 20TH 27TU) & NOVEMBER (SAT. 3RD iOTH) 

OUR SPECIAL PRICE IS ONLY £200 ! ! PER PERSON IN A TWIN OR SINGLE ROOM 
IN OCTOBER <N £180" IN NOVEMBER LOR A WEEK HALE BOARD OR ENJOY A 
SHORT BREAK I ROM £70 LOR IAVO NIGHTS 



Included is a FREE trip in our specially adapted mini-bus. Entertainment four 
nights of the week in our newly refurbished sun lounge and addtional 
site-seeing trips as requested 

DOST DELAY - book os soon os possible as only a limited number of rooms are available. 

TO BOOK TELEPHONE THE HOTEL ON: 

01989 563252 



To advertise in 

The Door 

Call the sales team on 

01752 225623 



Ford Fiesta 1.25 Style 

Climate 




«6499 3 Door 06/56 

Air Con, Elec Windows & Mirrors, 
ABS, Remote Central Locking. 



Citroen Xsara Picasso 

. 1.6 Petrol/Diesel 




£5799 5 Door 04/54 

Air Con, CD Player, Elec Windows & 
Mirrors, Remote Central Locking, ABS. 

Models shown for illustration purposes only. 



VWGolf 1.4S 




£ 9699 5 Door 06/56 

Air Con, Elec Windows, CD Player, 
Remote Central Locking. 



Motoring for life 

All Advent Cars come with 

• 12 mth warranty, professional valet 

• 6 mth road fund tax, full service 

• 30 days exchange plan 

• Delivery to your door, nationwide 

« Charity donation on each car bought 

www.mhrentcars.co.uk 



athrentcars 

Trust, Reliability, Expertise 

Call Advent Cars on 

01246541936 

9-6 Mon - Fri £r 9-1 Sat 



I 
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World Church 






Global Issues are ‘All in the Family’ 



Maranda St John Nicolle 
TRADE ISSUES and climate change can seem 
quite abstract. But for many of our brothers 
and sisters in Christ, what we think of as 
‘issues’ are already having a measurable 
impact on daily life - and Christians are being 
asked to respond with prayer and action. 

In Botswana and Namibia, countries which 
border our link diocese, some businesses are 
finding it hard to plan their futures. This has 
happened because of uncertainties surrounding 
Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs), trade 
agreements being negotiated between the EU 
and African, Caribbean and Pacific countries. 

Negotiations around EPAs have a deadline 
of 31 December. But the impact of such agree- 
ments on some of the world’s poorest coun- 
tries is a matter of widespread concern. In con- 
sequence, governments and church leaders 
have urged an extension to the negotiations, to 
allow time for developing countries to work 



'For countries like Botswana and Namibia, such sudden preference 
losses could be highly problematic. One estimate is that the entire 
Botswana beef industry could collapse within five months/ 



through the details. They have also called for 
governments and civil society to have an 
opportunity to scrutinize and debate the agree- 
ments’ texts - and for alternative options to be 
available. T ( he call for more time has been 
backed by, among others, the World Bank. 

The EU, however, is refusing to consider the 
possibility of extensions or alternatives, and is 
threatening that if agreements are not signed 
by 31 December, some countries will lose their 
current trade preferences with the EU as of 1 
January 2008. For countries like Botswana 
and Namibia, such sudden preference losses 
could be highly problematic. One estimate is 
that the entire Botswana beef industry could 
collapse within five months. 



Within the UK, Church leaders and 
Christian agencies such as CAFOD, CCOW, 
Christian Aid, Tearfund and Traidcraft are 
campaigning for more time, a guarantee that 
failure to sign an agreement by the deadline 
will not result in automatic loss of prefer- 
ences, and parliamentary scrutiny. You can 
join them by praying and taking the email 
actions to be found on the agency websites. 

Christians worldwide are also increasingly 
concerned about the impacts of climate change 
on their countries. At a recent Anglican 
Communion meeting, Melanesian clergy and 
lay leaders talked about the islands’ already 
having to be evacuated because of rising sea 
levels. Southern Africans spoke about extreme 



droughts compounding the difficulties faced by 
countries with high AIDS infection rates and 
low food security. Canadians spoke of the 
plight of Inuits, whose traditional lifestyles are 
threatened by the warming of the Arctic Circle. 

In response to this situation, the Oxford 
Dioceses World Development Group, working 
with the diocesan Environmental Group, is 
planning two meetings: one on the 27 
November in Amersham and one on 11 
December in Warfield. These meetings will 
look at the science of climate change, the 
impacts on developing countries, the response 
developing countries are themselves making, 
and what we can do. Speakers will include 
Revd. Dr. Ian James, the diocesan environmen- 
tal officer; Sandeep Sengupta, a researcher at 
the Environmental Change Institute at Oxford 
University; and Paul Valentin, the internation- 
al director of Christian Aid. For more details, 
see the Doorpost on page 19. 




Garlic Mushrooms in cream on a bed of 
rocket by cookery writer Ann Way 



When I was a child I used to go and stay with 
my Godfather and his wife in the country and 
during the Autumn half term I would go out in 
the early morning to gather mushrooms that 
grew prolifically in the surrounding fields. It 
was such fun! My Godfather fortunately was 
well versed in which were the edible ones. 

When we had collected a basketful, we 



would return home and his wife would cook us 
a delicious breakfast of bacon, mushrooms and 
home grown tomatoes. Delicious memories! 

Ingredients 

1/2 lb mushrooms, preferably button 
1 packet of rocket or 1/2 an iceberg lettuce 
(finely shredded) 



250g (1/2 pt) whipping cream 
1 garlic clove, crushed 
3 tbsp sunflower oil 
Pepper and salt 

1/2 grated nutmeg or flat tsp ground mace 
1 tbsp chopped chives 

Method 

Wipe the mushrooms with some damp kitchen 
paper and cut t(iem in halves or quarters, 
depending on size. Place the rocket or lettuce in 
small individual bowls. 



Heat the oil in a non-stick frying pan until 
hot then add the mushrooms and fry with the 
crushed garlic. When they are beginning to 
brown add the nutmeg or mace, pepper and 
salt and cream. Stir until well blended and 
spoon the mixture onto the rocket. Sprinkle 
with the chopped chives and serve as a starter 
with French bread or rolls. 

Handy household hint : An easy way to keep your 
microwave fresh - leave a plastic bowl of water with 
a slice of lemon in the microwave and after a day or 
two, clean the microwave with the water. 



M 

C 




This November, St Peter’s church in Plymouth 
will re-open its doors following a £3.5 million 
restoration and re-ordering process The 
development of the city centre church is being 
managed by Ecclesiastical Property Solutions, 
who provide a beacon of light to all churches 
who wonder how to develop their own build- 
ings, but can’t see the way to manage the 
process. The Rev’d Andrew Mottram, director 
of Ecclesiastical Property Solutions, tells us 
how your church can benefit. 

Ecclesiastical Property 
Solutions (EPS) exists to 
help Churches like yours 
to have buildings which 
serve your mission. 

From a simple church 
reordering to a major 
redevelopment of a 
church building, or for 
advice on how to get the 
best from your church hall 
and other church proper- 
ty, EPS is here to help 
your Church community. 

We are a UK leading 
independent 

organisation offering con- 
sultancy services for Churches, providing 
church property solutions and combining prop- 
erty expertise with pastoral understanding. As 
a small organisation, our team of professionals 




are all vocationally driven which allows us to 
get to the heart of your organisation and 
empathise with your needs. 

Uniquely, the EPS team also has extensive 
experience of the commercial- property world 
which means we can bring new drive and clar- 
ity to your projects. In a nutshell, EPS can help 
you develop a church property solution that 
really meets the needs of your ministry in the 
twenty first century. 

Where do I begin? 



Church projects require 
some preliminary 
investigation and 
consultation before a firm 
commitment can be 
made to move 
forward. To ensure suc- 
cess, our 

experience has demon- 
strated that there are 
some 

essential items that need 
to be covered at an early 



Training, Consultation 
and Education This is 
best done as a workshop 
for as many members as possible to ensure 
that there is a common mind, that the issues 
and concerns are voiced in a large forum. 



Asset Management Plan for the building(s) 

Using either the current Quinquennial (if it has 
sufficient information) or a Building Condition 
survey the various elements should be exam- 
ined for lifespan and repair or replacement 
cost for the next 25 to 30 years. 

Option Review of the possible uses for the 
building(s) This is a broad brush listing of the 
many possibilities, from which a few options 
may be selected for a more detailed 
Feasibility Study. 

Financial Health Check This is to gain accu- 
rate information and to ensure that there is a 
strategy to meet the liabilities, balance the 
books and ensure long term sustainability. 

Community Review More than just an audit, 
the Review explores the context in which 
the church building(s) and Church 
Community are placed. 

Assets Review This is to examine whether 
the best use is being made of the property 
assets and to identify ways of maximising 
their potential. 

Conservation Statement More detailed than 
the listing information or Statement of 
Significance, this identifies the 
conservation value of the building in terms of 
both the building’s features and, more impor- 
tantly, the historical context and social history. 
EPS considers these seven items as the 



essential starting point for any Church Project 
and can guide your Church through each step. 

St Peter’s Church, Plymouth 
a case study 

If you’re looking for evidence of our work, 
look no further than the soon-to-be-opened 
St Peter’s 
Church which 
promises to be 
a remarkable 
renewal of an 
old church 
building. St 
Peter’s will pro- 
vide a major 
community 
facility and wor- 
ship space in 
an area of 
social need in 
the heart of Plymouth. 

Spring boarding Building on the work done 
by the congregation to establish the com- 
munity needs, EPS has managed the proj- 
ect from start to finish - we obtained grant 
funding, raised funds from under used 
assets and developed the design brief for 
the Architects. 

Fr. Sam Philpot, who has been the Parish 
Priest for 26 years, will see a dream come 
true and has said that without Emma 




Osmundsen of EPS the project would not 
have seen the light of day. 

What next? 

For individual Churches looking to develop 
their buildings, EPS can run a workshop to 
kick-start this process. But this is only the 
start - the ideas need to be converted into 
specific plans 
and actions. 
These will often 
involve 

research, com- 
munication with 
many interest- 
ed parties, con- 
tact with others 
who have 
undertaken 
similar 
projects, 
appointment of 
designers, and fundraising. EPS can 
provide full project management services 
and would be pleased to help in this way. 

The latest example of our work, St Peter’s 
Church in Plymouth, opens to the public on 
Sunday 25th November following the 
Dedication at a Concelebrated Mass 
on Saturday 24th November. 

Anyone interested in starting this process in 
their own Church should contact 
andrew@abetterview.co.uk for more 
information. 



ECCLESlASnCALPROPEFTTYSOLUTlONS 
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The Christian bantf where you earn 
great interest and help UK Churches 
and Charities grow 



0115 921 7250 

infe@kingdombank, 03 -uk 

wwwktf\gd©rribank.co.uk 

Kingdom Bank 

v*ta#re ttkwthAz 




Ref: CV1107 



Kingdom Bank Limited, Ruddington Fields Business Park, Mere 
Way, Ruddington, Nottingham NGII 6JS, is registered in 
England and Wales. No. 4346834 Authorised and Regulated by 
the Financial Services Authority 



Life s in the 
fast lane as 
Hev revs up 
lor racing! 



CURATE Simon Butler likes living 
life in the fast lane. 

So fast, that he’s won advertising 
sponsorship from Kingdom Bank, 
one of the UK’s leading Christian 
banks. 

Simon, who is a curate in West 
Bridgford, Nottinghamshire, has 
been racing cars of some sort since 
he was 16. 

‘Football was the main sport 
in our family when I was growing 
up,’ he says, ‘but during my teens I 
realised I wasn’t good enough to be 
a professional football player, so I 
had to look for something else. I’d 
always been interested in cars so I 
decided to try motor racing. 

‘My first port of call was the lo- 
cal karting circuit. I was quite good 
at it so I managed to convince my 
father that, if I did well in my GC- 
SEs, he should pay for me to spend 
a day testing a proper two-stroke 
racing kart. 

‘He kindly agreed, and from 
there I started doing more and 
more two-stroke karting.’ 

The next step up was racing cars, 
so Simon began driving a variety 
of single-seater cars in 2002. Run- 
ning alongside that, however, was 
an ever-increasing call to full-time 




Christian work. ‘I came to realise 
that racing cars was something I 
would do as a hobby and not pro- 
fessionally. The highlight for' me 
was when I drove a Formula 1 car 
in France last May,’ he says. 

Simon now owns a Formula Ford 
racing car which he’s been prepar- 
ing to race next season. 

And that’s where the somewhat 
unlikely link-up with Kingdom 
Bank came in. Simon explains, ‘As 



Heritage really adds up 



WITH more than 50 years of history, 
Kingdom Bank has a rich heritage 
to draw on. 

The original inspiration for the 
foundation of this modern financial 
institution was the pressing need to 
provide affordable quality church 
premises for new congregations. 

The roots of Kingdom Bank lie 
in the Pentecostal movement in 
the 1950s and the need to help new 
congregations buy premises. 

As the high street banks were 
nervous of lending money, the solu- 
tion was to establish a fund where 
more established churches would 
deposit money which the newer 
churches could borrow. In 1954, the 
fund became a Registered Charity 
known as ‘Property Trust’. 

The organisation then saw slow 
but steady growth until it was au- 
thorised by the Bank of England in 
the 1980s. 

However, as the trust approached 
its 50th birthday, it became clear 
that operating a financial institu- 



tion within the boundaries of a 
charity was becoming too difficult 
and too restrictive. Hence the deci- 
sion was taken to expand the work- 
ing of the organisation by founding 
Kingdom Bank as an institution 
which was authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Services Authority 
and ready to serve the whole Chris- 
tian community in the UK. 

The success of the new launch 
has been reflected in the subse- 
quent growth of the bank’s assets. 

EXPAND 

Chris Sheldon, Kingdom Bank’s 
deputy chief executive, said, ‘Since 
the launch in 2005, Kingdom Bank 
has grown by 50 per cent to a value 
(total assets) of £42million, and 
our vision is to grow those to over 
£250million in the next five years. 

‘This will enable us to greatly 
expand our lending areas and in- 
crease our usefulness to the Chris- 
tian Church in general.’ 
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‘Jesus was the ultimate 
risk-taker and lived 
on the edge. I believe 
I'm living as he wants,’ 
says Simon Butler. 



the “racing vicar” I get quite a 
bit of press, so I had the idea of 
running a “fair trade” car. I had 
noticed that at race meetings, 
for all the 101 different com- 
panies being promoted on the 
cars, there was none with a fair 
and ethical trading policy. 

‘To fill this gap, I approached 
a number of companies who 
had a fair and ethical trad- 
ing policy and invited them 



to become part of the team. 
Kingdom Bank responded and 
we saw that our plans would 
dovetail well together. The car 
will not only have the Kingdom 
Bank brand on, but it will also 
promote fair and ethical trad- 
ing as an option.’ 

So just how does he tie up 
being a vicar with a sport like 
motor racing? 

He says, ‘One of the chief 



ways I conceive of my faith is 
through John 10:10, where Je- 
sus told us he would give us life 
to the full. As a self-confessed 
adrenaline junkie, I love to be a 
risk-taker. I think there’s huge 
parallels in what I do sporting- 
wise and what Jesus did. Jesus 
was the ultimate risk-taker and 
lived on the edge. 

‘In doing that, I believe I’m 
living as he wants.’ 



Ethical questions 
brought to book! 



WHEN did you last hear a 
sermon about money? If a 
church talks about money 
or stewardship, then it 
usually means it wants to 
increase the giving of its 
members to pay the bills! 

Jesus didn’t stop talk- 
ing about money, though. 

The Bible has four times 
as many verses on money, 
wealth and possessions as 
it does on faith or prayer. 

The launch of a 
new project, ‘The 
Money Revolu- 
tion’, seeks to help 
church members 
think through all 
of their money 
questions from 
a Christian per- 
spective. 

Whether we’re 
broke, comfort- The new 
able, or somewhere in 
between, we all have ques- 
tions about money. What 
those questions are varies 
from person to person. 

In his foreword to the 
‘The Money Revolution’ 
book, the Archbishop 
of York writes, ‘Lifestyle 
choices, from major deci- 
sions such as cars, holi- 
days and homes to the 
products we buy in the 
supermarket, all reveal 




something about our val- 
ues and principles.’ 

The project is spear- 
headed by John Preston, 
the Church of England’s 
National Stewardship Offi- 
cer. He comments, ‘We live 
in a prosperous society. By 
the world’s standards we 
are rich, and that poses 
faith questions to each 
one of us.’ 

The book’s challenge 
is revolutionary 
to a consumerist 
world. What if the 
£20bn spending 
power of Brit- 
ain’s Christians 
was focused on 
ethical decisions 
rathej than on 
price alone? 
What if our 
choice of where 
to save considered the eth- 
ics of investment rather 
than simply the savings 
rate? What if our giving 
considered our relative 
wealth and we gave as a 
priority rather than from 
what is left over? Now that 
really would be a ‘Money 
Revolution’! 

• The Money Revolution 
is available from all good 
Christian bookshops, 
priced £3. 



book 



Why more people are making 
the change with their savings 



WITH Christians thinking hard about 
where to save their money, more and 
more people are turning to Kingdom 
Bank. 

Dr John Preston, author of ‘The Money 
Revolution’ and National Stewardship and 
Resources Officer for the Archbishops’ 
Council of the Church of England, has 
chosen to save with the bank. 

He says, ‘As a family we’ve chosen to 
invest with Kingdom Bank. It’s important 
to us that our savings can play a part in 
furthering God’s mission, yet still be 
there for us when we need them.’ 

• Rev Simon Walker, MTh. MA Oxon, who 
is an Anglican Minister, author of the 
Undefended Leader and founder of The 
Leadership Community, added, ‘Jesus 
spoke a good deal about how we invest 
our time and, indeed our money. 

Kingdom Bank provides an investment 



vehicle which can grow the Kingdom by 
funding ministry projects that may 
otherwise not not get investment. Watch 
your money and your Kingdom grow at the 
same time!' 

• St John’s Parish Church, Muxton, has 
also opened an account with the bank. 

‘The parish of St John's, Muxton, opened 
an account with Kingdom Bank as they 
wished some of their reserves to be used 
to help other churches with their mission, 
yet knowing the money was safe when 
needed,’ said a spokesman. 

David Pierce, PCC vice-chairman, added, 
‘Stewardship is not just an individual 
concern, we have to apply these principles 
to the money entrusted to the Church. It 
is great to be able to work with a bank 
which has a core value of “honouring the 
Lord Jesus Christ in all that we do”.’ 



How Vine Trust has taken root 



WALSALL’S Vine Trust 
has grown thanks to 
help from Kingdom 
Bank. 

The charitable social 
enterprise, established 
by a number of churches 
and Christian commu- 
nity groups is a centre 
for young people. 

In the 18 years since 
it was founded, The Vine 
has developed to the 
extent that it is not only 
a registered charity, but 
a registered company 
as well. 

The group started out 
by taking over a derelict 
public house called The 
Vine, a notorious place 
closed by the police due 
to its association with 
drugs and prostitution. 

Kingdom Bank helps 



undergird this project 
financially by offering 
mortgage facilities. 

Kevin Davis, The 
Vine’s chief executive, 
says, ‘When we changed 
our mortgage over on 
the old Vine pub build- 
ing, we went to Kingdom 
Bank because we first 
of all liked the fact that 
it was a Christian en- 
terprise, with the same 



ethos as ourselves. 

‘An extra incentive j 
was that Kingdom Bank f 
included a clause where- ! 
by we could pay off the f 
mortgage more quickly I 
if we wished. 

‘We also knew that the * 
money we were paying j 
back to them was going \ 
to a Christian cause, { 
which we, of course, | 
wholly support.’ 



KINDGDOM BANK & a UK-based independent Christian 
bank, providing first-rate savings facilities to individuals 
as well as charities, businesses, associations and 
trusts. They also offer Church and charity mortgages and 
church insurance. Their friendly, professional service 
and strong Christian ethos make them the natural 
choice for churchgoers. They specialise in three distinct 
brands, each carefully tailored to meet their customers’ 
needs Christian Savings Direct, Church Mortgages 
Direct and Church Insurance Direct. 

For details call 0115 921 7250 or email info@kingdombank.co.uk 
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Life changing work 



Gileod 

FOUNDATIONS 




A 320-acre organic daily farm in West Devon is the home 
of a Christian residential rehabilitation centre which for 
more than 15 years has helped hundreds bf people with life 
controlling addictions. 

Gilead Foundations became a registered charity in 1991, but the 
work began four years earlier when dairy farmer Ian 
Samuel and his wife Bron were first given the vision for 
the ministry when a group from Teen Challenge visited 
their church in Okehampton. 

Ian and Bron believed deeply that a loving and 
secure family environment coupled with 
work-based training on the farm could 
help many people overcome their 
addictions. In the late 1980s they 
started a practical discipleship course 
on the farm with young men from the 
Devon area and also from Teen 
Challenge. The name Gilead 
Foundations was chosen - inspired by 
the nature of the work, representing 
the combination of healing and the 
creation of new foundations in 
peoples lives. 

Gilead is now a registered care home 
providing vital rehabilitation services 
for men and women aged from 18 upwards who take part in a 
three-phase programme lasting just over a year. 

Referrals are made by social services, churches, prison authorities, 
and friends and family of those in need of help. Some of those who join 
Gilead - particularly single mothers and fathers - are able to bring 
their children as well. Gilead runs a Christian home schooling 
programme for these youngsters. 

Students who join Gilead undertake an initial six-week course which 
includes a period of detoxification. During this time the aim is to 
introduce general stability to their lives and to provide them with an 
initial understanding of relapse prevention. 

Having completed the first phase of the programme, students then take 
part in a second 20-week phase which focuses on relapse prevention 
with weekly assessments and one-to-one sessions with relapse 
prevention therapists. 

During this time students are also taught basic living skills, including 
numeracy, literacy, food hygiene, health and safety and IT if required. 




Gilead Foundations founders Ian and Bron Samuel 



They also start on the initial NYQ training activity. Gilead Foundations 
helps each student to develop a support and care plan which sets out 
the objectives and aims for their time at the farm. During their time 
with Gilead students live in community under the care of Christian 
house parents who help them to develop life skills, to face up to the 
roots of their addictive behaviour and to take responsibility for their 
actions. Practical training is provided on the farm - which is now a 
registered organic unit - and in the associated dairy processing 
unit as well as in maintenance, catering, administration and other 
areas. 

Today Gilead Foundations can accommodate up to 30 
students at its main centre - Risdon Farm, 
Jacobstowe, near Dkehampton. 

Although drug and alcohol abuse costs the UK 
economy an estimated £40 billion a year Gilead 
receives no specific Government funding for its 
work. The charity’s costs are met through 
fees paid for students by social services 
departments, state benefits claimed by 
students or by students paying for their 
participation in the programme themselves. 

The farm itself is run on a commercial basis 
with the organic milk produced sold to local 
wholesalers. Income is also derived from 
sale of produce and livestock. 

Ian Samuel said: "Despite the financial and social 
impact of drug and alcohol abuse, there is still significant 
under-funding for rehabilitation and preventative treatment for those 
with life-controlling addictions. 

"We believe - and have demonstrated over the last 15 years - that by 
addressing the roots of people’s problems and bringing them into a 
personal relationship with God they can be freed to fulfil their true 
purpose and destiny. 

“Gilead's present mission statement is unlocking people - 
releasing potential' and that’s what our work is all about. 

"We have specific need of more financial and practical support to help 
us in this vital work and would be delighted to talk to anyone who 
would like to know more about coming to Gilead as a community 
worker or helping us with regular financial giving." 

For further information please contact Laura Aim. Gilead 
Foundations. Risdon Farm. Jacobstowe. Okehampton. Devon EX20 
3AJ Tel 01837 851240. 



'At last there is hope 
after my drugs hell’ 




My name is Mark, I am 35 years 
old and have been at Gilead 
Foundations since March 2004, 
amazingly over three years now. 

As a result of the pain of broken 
relationships I started to take drugs 
from an early age and ended up on 
heroin at the age of 19. 

I managed to hold down a job. hide it 
from family, friends and loved ones and 
even owned my own home for the first 
few years. 

It all went wrong when I was taking so 
much heroin my job was not funding 
my habit. 

I ended up leaving a used 
syringe in the toilets and 
being sacked. I lost my job 
and was in trouble with loans 
and the mortgage company. 

I managed to sell my 
house and acquired 
£40.000. 1 spent the 
lot within two 
months on heroin 
and crack and 
was now living 

on floors of friends and in squats. I took 
up a lifestyle of fraud and shoplifting, 
my favourite being 

running cheque books and stolen credit 
cards. I even called it work. 

I developed a crack habit of about £200 
a day and a heroin habit of about £150 a 
day. I had to get a minimum of £350 a 
day every day. Bank holidays. Sundays 
even Christmas and New Year's Day. 

It was an effort and I had to become 
aggressive and sneaky not only to get 
the money, but also to protect my drugs 
from other users. 

The only people I associated with 
were the local whores and other 
drug addicts and dealers. We all 




How you can help Gilead and its vital work 



Gilead Foundations works closely with local authori- 
ties and funding agencies all over the 
country to help provide rehabilitation services for 
people of all ages and backgrounds. 

With student numbers rising there is an urgent need for more 
people to join the Gilead work. Ian Samuel founder and general 
manager said: “Our whole emphasis is centred on family 
structure based on strong community 
foundations. "We need quality people - not employees - who 
can become community members and serve the vision of 
Gilead to unlock people from life-controlling addictions to 
release their true potential 

"We have a number of important vacancies for people with a 
variety of skills. As many of these posts are live-in. accommo- 
dation is provided. First and foremost we urgently need to 
recruit at least two couples who can act as house parents to 
cope with the rising number of students. Gilead also urgently 
needs a catering supervisor. The ideal candidate will be a 
qualified chef or cook who can manage and oversee the cater- 
ing and domestic requirements of the community. 

"Experience in catering for large numbers of people on a daily 
basis would be a distinct advantage. Duties will include menu 
planning, budgeting and overseeing 
students. Other posts which need to be filled include a 



mechanic and adminstration workers. Ideally, these would be 
people who are wilting to do this on a full-time basis as part of 
the community here at Gilead, although those who can provide 
part-time voluntary help are equally welcome. With plans to 
complete the first of our new accommodation units on a self- 
build basis workers with building and maintenance skills 
would be of great assistance to us. 

"We would also welcome people who have IT. marketing or 
public relations experience. These skilled people could work 
part time as volunteers if they are unable to live in community. 
For example, they might be a retired mature couple who could 
give some time to the Gilead work. This could be on a regular 
weekly or monthly basis or perhaps for a longer period of 
time." 

Students who are interested in gaining experience in the work 
of Christian rehabilitation services are especially welcomed to 
join Gilead on a Gap Year basis. Many 
students from the UK and overseas have benefited from this 
experience and their help with the work can be invaluable. 

If you are interested in any of the aboreposiions please apply h 
wring to Laura Aka dead Foundafans, Risdon Farm 
Jacobstowe. Okehampton. Devon EX20 3AJ 
If you would like to know more about the work and how 
you could help please cat 01837 851240 



There are many ways in which individuals, churches or other 
organisations can support and help the work of Gilead 
Foundations. These include becoming a Friend of Gilead and 
committing to support the charity with regular giving, becom- 
ing a Prayer Partner or by helping in other practical ways. 

Investing in the work of Gilead through financial support can 
help save lives - literally. Gifts in kind are equally welcome 
and we would be pleased to hear from companies or 
organisations who may be able to help in this way - 
particularly with materials for the accommodation project. 

Equally, if you know of someone who is in need of help 
because of an addiction problem please put them in touch 
with Gilead's admissions team by contacting us direct on 
01837 851240. 

If you would like to be kept informed of Gilead's work, please 
join our mailing list and we will send you regular bulletins on 
the charity’s activities and the progress of our various 
activities. If you would like to join our mailing list please 
e-mail us at admin@gilead.org.uk 

If you would like to make a donation cheques can be made 
payable to Gilead Foundations and sent to Gilead Foundations. 
Risdon Faim Jacobstowe. Okehampton, Devon EX20 3AJ 



stitched each other up and only looked 
out for ourselves. The most important 
thing to me above my own life was 
heroin as without it I would be sick. 

As you can imagine my life became a 
cycle of addiction and times of being 
clean whilst in prison. My goals in life 
were to get as much heroin and crack 
as I could, not thinking of the 
consequences or the people I hurt, and 
to stay out of prison for as long as I 
could. 

Reality set in for me when I was in 
prison on remand and an old school 
friend said to me: "This is your life now. 
You are a heroin addict and you might 
as well get on with it”. 

He told me I was going to be a 
heroin addict for the rest of my 
life and would be coming in and 
out of prison for how ever long 
my life lasted. He told me to 
make friends with the other 
prisoners as they 
were all I had. I 
decided that I 
needed to take 
control and 

regain my life. 

My dad had just died and I was 
looking at a long prison sentence as I 
had stabbed a security guard. I was in 
trouble. I prayed to God to keep me out 
of prison until after the funeral. God 
was faithful. I went to my dad’s funeral 
and the day I got back I was arrested 
for shoplifting. The next day I was 
remanded. 

I prayed to God again to keep me clean 
of drugs and said I would do what he 
wanted. I asked to go to rehab, but the 
courts would not fund me. 

The stabbing charge was dropped and I 
was imprisoned for a total of 12 months 
including my remand time. I decided to 
go to rehab when I got out of prison to 
give myself a chance of staying clean. 

I managed to get a place at Gilead 
whilst in prison through the 
chaplaincy. I still had to wait a few 
months after my release for a place, 
but God remained faithful as I have not 
touched drugs from that day I prayed to 
God to keep me clean. 

Life at Gilead has not been easy. I com- 
pleted the programme in April 2006, 
two years after making a 
commitment to God and asking for 
His forgiveness. 

There have been a lot of ups and even 
more downs, but I know this - 1 am 
surrounded by people who want me to 
be successful and who are prepared to 
love me when I don’t deserve 
it - praise God. 

I am now supervising the running of the 
dairy and am starting to be given the 
opportunity to help people who are in 
similar situations as I was. I plan to 
stay at Gilead for the foreseeable future, 
but I know that God has a plan and pur- 
pose for me. I hope one day that I will 
have a wife and family of my own and 
enjoy normal relationships. 

Everything in my life is not ideal and a 
bed of roses, but I have friends, 
people who love me and most 
importantly a hope and a vision for the 
future. MARK 
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The Doorpost Courses, training, conferences & workshops 

November 



The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please send 
your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The deadline for the Dec 07/Jan 08 issue is 8 November. 



Thu 1 BANBURY Ralph McTell, 
Gala Concert, St Mary’s Church, 
8pm. 01295 259855. 

Fri 2 OXFORD Unicom Group 
Open Meeting: Islam, Democracy 
and Freedom, Dr Taj Hargey 1 
Canterbury Rd, Oxford. 

12.30pm, bring own lunch. 

Fri 2 OVING Harp Concert, All 
Saints Church, 7.30pm, Tickets 
£10 inc. glass of wine. 01296 
641399. 

Sat 3 WOKINGHAM St Paul’s 
with St Nicholas Annual Parish 
Autumn Bazaar; Parish Rooms, 
Reading Road, 12-3.30pm. 0118 
979 5351. 

Sat 3 COWLEY Craft and gift 
fair; Cowley St James’ Church, 
10am-4pm. 

Tue 6-Thu 8 BANBURY 

Children Singing for Children, St 
Mary’s Church, 7.15pm. 01295 
266788. 

Thu 6 OXFORD Religious 
Broadcasting: from the Vicar of 
Dibley to the Monastery. Peter 
Bennett-Jones (Tiger Aspect) and 
Canon Brian Mountford, St 
Mary the Virgin, 7pm 
Thu 6 BLETCHLEY 
Bletchley Churches Together 
Women’s World Day of Prayer 
annual Coffee Moming/Bring 
and 'Buy 10am - 12noon, 
Queensway Methodist Church 
Hall (Central Bletchley) 



Sat 10 HIGH WYCOMBE 

Organ Recital, Nicholas King 
(Director of Music, St John’s 
Church Boxmoor) All Saints 
Parish Church, 12 noon 
Sat 10 ASTON CLINTON 
‘Raising the Roof’: come and 
sing, leam or perform. The day 
will culminate in a full cathedral- 
style Choral Evensong. 11am- 
4pm. Tickets £5. 01844 343487. 
Sat 10 OXFORD We Will 
Remember Them, Chapel of 
Remembrance, Christ Church 
Cathedral. 11am 
Sat 10 & Sun 11 DORCH- 
ESTER ‘Autumn Colour’ tuition 
in watercolour painting with 
Rebecca Hind for beginners and 
experienced painters, Dorchester 
Abbey Guest House, 01865 
340633 

Sun 11 COOKHAM Evening 
Service of Remembrance, Holy 
Trinity Church 6.30pm 
Tue 13 OXFORD 

Council of Christians and Jews 
‘Images of Jesus in modernist 
Hebrew and Yiddish Poetry’ Dr 
Jordan Filkin, 8pm, The Friends’ 
Meeting House, St Giles Trinity 
Church 6.30pm 

Thu 15 BANBURY These Four 
Walls (Debut Theatre Company), 
St Mary’s Church, 1pm. 01295 
259855. 

Thu 15 - Sat 17 MILTON 



KEYNES Sale of Fair Trade Craft 
products from Traidcraft, Sust! and 
Advantage Africa, Stantonbury 
Gallery 01908 567436 
THU 15 AMERSHAM ‘The 
Police are the public and the pub- 
lic are the police’ Nick Hardwick, 
Chair of the Independent Police 
Complaints Commission, St 
Michael and All Angels, 8pm 
Tickets £10, 01494 726680 
FR1 16 NORTH OXFORD 
Unicom Group Open Meeting, 1 
Canterbury Rd, North Oxford, 
12.30pm (bring own lunch), 1- 
2pm Sister Mary McKeone: 
Evelyn Underhill: her contribution 
to the ministry of Spiritual 
Direction’. 

Sat 17 BANBURY Banbury 
Symphony Orchestra, St Mary’s 
Church, 7.30pm. 01295 266788. 
Sun 18 READING The Reading 
Bach Choir performs ‘Beloved is 
Mine’, settings of text from Song 
of Solomon. St Luke’s Church, 
Erleigh, 6pm. Tickets from 0118 
9470104. 

Sun 18 COOKHAM Compline 

by Candlelight, Holy Trinity 

Church 6.30pm-7pm 

Mon 19 OXFORD 

One Earth, Many Faiths - Global 

Stewardship for a Sustainable 

World, Jonathon Porritt, St Mary 

the Virgin, 6.30pm 

Wed 21 TILEHURST Celtic 



Healing Service St Michael’s 
Church 8pm. 

Fri 23 FINGEST Healing Service 
with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion., 
10.15 am. 01491 571231. 

Sat 24 BANBURY Banbury 
Choral Society, St Mary’s 
Church, 7.30pm. 01295 266788. 
Sun 25 BANBURY Organ 
Recital by Christopher Fletcher- 
Campbell, St Mary’s Church, 
3pm. 01295 253329. 

SAT 24 WOUGHTON ON THE 
GREEN Christmas Fayre, 
mulled wine and mince pies, 
Christmas gifts, St Mary’s 
Church, 4pm, 01908 665113 
Sun 25 COOKHAM Solemn 
High Mass (Christ the King), 
Holy Trinity Church 6.30pm 
Tue 27 OXFORD Retired Clergy 
Association: ‘The Life and Times 
of John Milton’: The Revd Simon 
Baynes, The Priory Room, Christ 
Church, 10.30am 
Tue 27 AMERSHAM Climate 
change: God’s world and our 
response. Evening chaired by Rt 
Revd Alan Wilson. St Michael’s 
Church from 8pm. 



BBC Radio Oxford 95.2 FM 
BBC Radio Berkshire 104.1 
FM 

Sunday Show 6-9am 



Courses, Special Events 



Vocations Day for 
Deanery of Mursley, 
Buckinghamshire 
3 November 10.30am- 
3.30pm, All Saints, 

Soul bury. Contact Dr 
Annie Cooper, 
Vocations Adviser, 
01296 681250. 

Berkshire Vocations 
Fellowship Meeting 
12 November 

The Revd Stephen 
Ferns, Senior Selection 
Secretary, Ministry 
Division - ‘Going to a 
Bishops Advisory 
Panel’, St Nicolas, 
Earley, 8pm. Contact 
Debbie Dallimore 
01865 208291 

Awake to God 
10 November 

A day with Melvyn 
Matthews, St Stephen’s 
House, Oxford, 10am- 
4pm. www.thomasmer- 
tonsociety.org 

Learning to lead a 
Quiet Day 
12 November at 

Highmoor Hall, led by 
Ann Persson. Price £25 
(includes lunch). Ring 
01865 319700. 



DIOCESAN ROLLING 
PROGRAMME OF 
COURSES AND 
OTHER LEARNING 
OPPORTUNITIES 
Planning and Leading 
Worship The course 
will include the princi- 
ples behind planning 
worship; involving oth- 
ers in planning and 
leading; connecting with 
all ages. 

3 November at Trinity 
St Stephen School, 
Windsor, 10.30am- 
4.30pm (bring packed 
lunch), Tutor the Revd 
Liz Simpson, Priest-in- 
Charge, West 
Buckingham, cost £18 
Contact Sheila 
Townsend on 01865 
208277: 

JESUS: Meet the Man 
You Thought You 
Knew’ - in 
visual art 
19 November 
St Helen’s Church, 
Abingdon, 7.30pm with 
Charles Pickstone, 

Editor of Art and 
Christianity. 

English and Celtic 



Spirituality Saturday 
10 November 

St Theosevia House, 2 
Canterbury Road, 
10.30am-4pm. Cost £5, 
free for students (bring 
packed lunch) 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays 8am 

Holy Communion; 
10am Matins (cof- 
fee in Priory 
RoomL 11.15am 
Sung Eucharist; 
6pm Evensong 

Weekdays: 

7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy 
Communion; 

1-1. 10pm Praying 
at One (Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday); 1pm 
Wednesday only 
Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong 
[Thursday Sung 
Eucharist 6pm) 
Cathedral Office 
01865 276155; 
Cathedral Secretary 
sally-ann. 

ford@chch. ox.ac. uk; 
website: 

www. ch. ch. ox.ac. uk 



November Prayer Diary Compiled by Pam Gordon 



Jesus answered him , “It is writ- 
ten. One does not live by bread 
alone.”' Luke 4:4 

Let us pray to God our Father, 
through Jesus Christ His Son, in 
the power of the Holy Spirit: 
Thu 1 All Saints’ Day. As we 
give thanks for the lives of faith 
lived before, and with us we pray 
for all who enable and support 
the Christian journey, especially 
in prayer; those producing 
parish prayer guides, this dioce- 
san prayer diary, the Anglican 
cycle of prayer, and providing 
places of retreat, reflection and 
time for listening - religious com- 
munities, members of the Quiet 
Garden movement, soul friends, 
spiritual directors, trained listen- 
ers. 

Fri 2 All Souls’ Day We pray for 
all those who care for the dying 
and bereaved, those who enable 
others to live with terminal dis- 
ease and life shortening condi- 
tions; those who respond to the 
needs of relatives and friends fol- 
lowing sudden death. We pray 
for those who have ministered in 
times of sudden or violent death 
during the past year and remem- 
ber pastoral teams in all parishes 
with their continuing ministry of 
sensitivity and care for those 
who mourn. 

Sat 3 Bracknell Deanery. Pray 
for the implementation of our 
Deanery Mission Plan and all 
engagement with the regenera- 
tion and development of 
Bracknell town and the sur- 
rounding areas. F6r Area Dean - 
Nick Parish: synod lay chair - 
Maureen Beadsley: deanery ecu- 
menical representative - 
Catherine Blundell. 



THE FOURTH SUNDAY 
BEFORE ADVENT 

Sun 4 For those resident in the 
diocese who are politicians 
working in European, national 
and local government, and those 
serving in the House of Lords. 
Mon 5 Ascot Heath: clergy - 
Alison Cooper, and Gill Wiggins. 
Binfield: clergy - Bill Meyer, 
Margaret Thirlwell: licensed lay 
minister - Elizabeth Harland. 
Tue 6 Bracknell Team Ministry: 
clergy - Nick Parish, Catherine 
Blundell, Andrew Frearson, 
Margaret Clarke: licensed lay 
minister - David Blundell: 
church army - sister Jenny 
Colby. 

Wed 7 Easthampstead: clergy - 
Guy Cole, Peter Bestley, Brian 
Whitley. 

Thu 8 South Ascot: clergy - 
Kerry Ramsay, Alison Cooper, 
Susan van Beveren: licensed lay 
minister - Mary Nichols. 
Sunninghill: clergy - Kerry 
Ramsay, Susan van Beveren: 
licensed lay ministers - 
Raymond Whitney. 

Fri 9 Sunningdale: clergy - 
David Uffindell, Stephen 
Johnson: youth/children’s work- 
er - James Gwyn-Thomas. 

Sat 10 Warfield: clergy -Brian 
Meardon, Chris Hill: lay pastors 
-Nigel Gordon Byard, Trevor 
Meardon, Richard Summers: 
licensed lay ministers - Dave 
Cappleman, Michael Hayward, 
Michael Summers: schools evan- 
gelist - Amy Forrest. 

THE THIRD SUNDAY 
BEFORE ADVENT REMEM- 
BRANCE DAY 

Sun 11 As we stand in respect of 



those whose lives were taken in 
war; may we hear God’s call to 
live as peacemakers under His 
sovereignty. For military chap- 
lains: in the Army - Stephan van 
Os, Tony Coslett, Grant Ashton, 
Philip Bosher: in the RAF - the 
chaplains at High Wycombe, 
Aylesbury, Wallingford. The Tri- 
service chaplaincy centre 
Shrivenham and chaplains - 
Mark Letters, Tony Knox. For 
those caring for the injured in 
conflicts, especially rehabilita- 
tion services, and for the welfare 
of their families, the British 
Legion and other support organ- 
izations. 

Mon 12 Winkfield with 
Cranboume: clergy - Richard 
Neill, Ian James. Winkfield 
licensed lay minister - Mary 
Knight. Cranboume licensed lay 
ministers - Stuart Ager, Jacki 
Thomas, Mike Thomas. 

Tue 13 Bicester and I slip 
Deanery. For the pastoral re- 
organisation and the develop- 
ment of benefices. For ministry 
in rural areas. For area dean^- 
Paul Hunt: synod lay chairman - 
Martyn Simmons: deanery ecu- 
menical representative - K 
Stoddard. 

Wed 14 Akeman: clergy - Derek 
Walker: licensed lay ministers - 
Grant Lee, Michael Nunn, 
Elizabeth Taylor. 

Thu 15 Bicester with Bucknell, 
Caversfield, and Launton Team 
Ministry: clergy - David 
Bouskill, Margaret Mullins, 
Christopher Boyce, Rachel 
Webbley, Robert Atkins, 
Richard Marshall: licensed lay 
minister - Colin Cockshaw. 

Fri 1 6 Cherwell Valley: clergy - 
Paul Hunt, Heather Parbury, Ian 



Biscoe. Emmanuel Church 
Bicester Conventional District: 
clergy - Christopher Boyce. 

Sat 17 Rousham: clergy - 
Richard Smail. Shelswell: clergy 
- Ricky Yates, Marion Reynolds. 
The Ray Valley: clergy - Charles 
Masheder, Anand Sodadasi, 
David Wippell, Andrew Rycraft, 
C Poynting, Richard Marshall: 
licensed lay ministers - Gillian 
Davis, Glenys Edwards. 



THE SECOND SUNDAY 
BEFORE ADVENT 

Sun 18 Prisons’ Week. For offi- 
cers, staff, volunteers and prison- 
ers at Aylesbury HMYOI, 
Bullingdon Community Prison, 
Huntercombe HMYOI, 

Reading HMP and YOI, HMP 
Grendon and HMP Springhill, 
Woodhill Prison. For the Prison 
Service Chaplains especially Jo 
Williams, Tim Edge, Ian 
Thacker, David Little, Keith 
Saltei; Alan Hodgetts. For the 
ecumenical teamwork of prison 
chaplains. For initiatives to share 
the gospel in prison and provide 
supportive homes when men 
and women rejoin the communi- 
ty. For those providing opportu- 
nities for rehabilitation. For 
Prison Fellowship and its min- 
istry to prisoners, their families 
and ex-prisoners. For those who 
support the victims of crime. 
www.prisonsweek.org 
Mon 19 Amersham Deanery is 
going through a period of 
change. Please pray for new 
arrivals as they settle into their 
parishes: Jaime Murray, 

Chesham Bois, Dr Robert Tobin, 
Beaconsfield, Bill Mason , Penn 
Street and Holmer Green, the 



Ven. Karen Gorham, our new 
Archdeacon. Please pray for wis- 
dom and discernment in forth- 
coming interviews at Great 
Chesham and Beaconsfield; for 
the Area Dean, John Wynburne 
and the assistant. Derrick Carr: 
synod lay chair - Hilary 
Sheppard. Please pray for those 
seeking God's guidance for their 
next sphere of ministry; for all 
our people who seek a better life- 
work balance that their busy- 
ness may not overwhelm their 
walk with God. 

Tue 20 Amersham on the Hill - 
clergy - Diana Glover, Margaret 
Hall, Peter Binns. 

Wed 21 Amersham with 
Coleshill: clergy - Tim Harper, 
Carolynn Croisedale-Appleby, 
Derrick Carr: licensed lay minis- 
ters - Tim Barnard, Ian Morgan: 
youth worker - Marianne Holt.. 
Thu 22 Beaconsfield Team 
Ministry: clergy - John 

Wynburne, Robert Tobin, Peter 
Holmes, Clive Rogers: youth 
worker - Rob Hayden: licensed 
lay ministers - Penny Kelly, 
Hazel Chow. 

Fri 23 Chalfont St Giles: clergy - 
Tim Stacey, Melvyn Bleakley, 
Angela Thompson. Chalfont St 
Peter: clergy - Charles Overton, 
Wendy Graham. For Take Over 
Day projects that build under- 
standing between generations 
and about different work envi- 
ronments. 

Sat 24 Chenies and Little 
Chalfont, Latimer and Flaunden: 
clergy - David Allsop, Mike 
Payne: church army - Phil Baul: 
licensed lay minister - Patricia 
Ansell: children’s and families’ 
worker - Ruth Boughton. 



CHRIST THE KING THE SUN- 
DAY NEXT BEFORE ADVENT 

Sun 25 Giving thanks for the 
diversity within the diocese, and 
reflecting on the differing size of 
parishes and congregations, the 
demands of maintaining many 
buildings and ministry to many 
people, we pray for those who 
feel they belong to the church 
that they will grow in unity and 
mission. 

Mon 26 Chesham Bois: clergy - 
Huw Davies, Derek Butler, 
Christopher Clare: licensed lay 
ministers -Jackie Lambert, 
Averil Stephenson: children’s 
worker - Peach Berry. Denham: 
clergy - Adrian Hirst: licensed 
lay minister - Joyce Tearall. 

Tue 27 Gerrards Cross and 
Fulmer: clergy - Paul Williams, 
Martin Williams, Meyrick 
Beebee, Alice Monaghan: direc- 
tor of training - James Leach: 
licensed lay ministers - Jim 
Armstrong, John Hedley, Tony 
Jefferis: lay worker - Christoph 
Lindner: children’s worker - 
Edda Lindner: youth worker - 
Shawn Swinney. 

Wed 28 Great Chesham Team 
Ministry: clergy - Rebecca 
Harris, John Shepherd, Hilary 
Wilson: licensed lay ministers - 
Jean Corfield, Beryl Peam, Don 
Sanderson: youth worker - 
Jenny Constantine. 

Thu 29 Penn and Tylers Green: 
clergy - Mike Bisset, Alison 
Caw: licensed lay minister - Beth. 
Wili, David Carter. 

Fri 30 Andrew the Apostle Penn 
Street: clergy - Cathy Smith. 
Seer Green and Jordans: clergy - 
Gaenor Hockey. 









Schools service 
at Christchurch 

HEADTEACHERS and Governors of our 
Diocesan church schools converged on 
Christchurch cathedral on a bright, sunny 
October morning. What a treat was in 
store for them. Prior to the service col- 
leagues gathered in the Town Hall to 
enjoy refreshments and fellowship with 
one another. This was followed by a brisk 
walk down the hill to the cathedral where 
spiritual renewal was in bountiful supply. 
The Eucharist, celebrated by Bishop 
Stephen was at the centre of a service 
thoughtfully garnered from many of those 
involved in the life of church schools. 

Gifts of intercession, preaching, reading 
and music were offered. 

Headteachers and Governors were invited 
to share in the ‘musical warm up’ prior to 
the children of Northboume CE Aided 
Primary school singing a Gospel Medley. 
What a musical feast followed as the young- 
sters sang in parts, harmonised and enjoyed 
rhythmic counterpoint! This piece was a 
culmination of a short project, over just 
five sessions which gave children a chance 
to sing in a group supported by teachers, 
parents and other adults, (including gover- 
nors and the local clergy) connected with 
the school community. A real example of 
school church links in action!! 

The service was an inspiration and a 
challenge to all present, not least one of 
the Year Three Northbourne children 
who was heard to share ‘this is the best 
day of my life....* 
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Coffee and building bridges 



In the rural Haddenham Benefice of Buckinghamshire, the 
congregation is offering Cutting Edge Ministry over coffee. 
Vicar Chris Denham explains: 



IT was Sunday 5 June 2005. The vicar of St 
Mary’s, Haddenham, and members of the 
morning congregation turned away from the 
church and hurried towards the village hall to 
prepare for a brand new venture designed to 
attract people from all over the village. At the 
hall there was an excited buzz as the various 
teams with their leaders worked together laying 
tables, brewing coffee and cooking bacon. 
Staging was organised and stalls set out for 
areas of interest. 

What was going on? St Mary’s Church had 
been led by the Spirit to provide a breakfast 
cafe in a neutral venue open to all. And from 
that initial day, Cafeplus+ has run continuously 
from 9.30am to 13.30pm on the first Sunday of 
every month and has now been adopted by the 
Oxford diocese as a Cutting Edge Ministry. 

We offer people free breakfast (quality coffee, 
bacon sandwiches etc) and newspapers, with a 
full range of activities for the children and 
young people (including our ‘Sunday School’), 
and interest areas for the adults such as a Fair 
Trade stall, and a book/plant swap stall. 

Spiritually, there is a Quiet Room offering 
prayer ministry, and at 10.30am a ‘Seekers 
Service’ called Food4Thought. This is a presen- 
tation (drama, power-point, discussions, danc- 
ing, fun) on a theme, followed usually by a bib- 
lical reading and a reflection on what Jesus and 
Christianity says about it. 



We are seeing from 120 to 180 people com- 
ing in during the morning and are finding that 
it is very easy to talk to people in this setting, 
with Old friendships being renewed and new 
ones starting. 

Why do it? 

As a church we had been praying for some 
years for the right way to meaningfully be able 
to reach non-churchgoers and build bridges 
with people in the local community. The pur- 
pose was most definitely not to browbeat peo- 
ple with the gospel, but to make friends and 
demonstrate the good news in our attitudes, 
our welcome, our concern, our care. 

We felt that over time these new relationships 
would form the basis for personal evangelism in 
weeks, months and years to come, and indeed 
we are finding that this is working and some 
have even emerged as new church members. 

The bonus has been that the whole congrega- 
tion is involved in setting up and running all the 
activities and this is pulling the church closer 
together. It is also encouraging a younger set of 
people to feel a part of our church. And, none 
of the activities are being run or lead by the 
Vicar, who sees his role as one of oversight and 
encouragement and who enjoys seeing his peo- 
ple having fun together! 

Key points which I as vicar witnessed, were 
that it was the Lord who raised up lay people 




Three generations of users of Caf6plus+, a 
Cutting Edge project in Haddenham 



with vision - Tim and Kirsten Shaw - to lead 
the work, and that the vision needed to be 
recognised and affirmed by the vicar and PCC. 

There is no thought, now, that we should go 
back to our old service pattern. But we are con- 
stantly seeking the Lord as to the way forward. 
In particular, the gap between regular church 
and Cafeplus+ is quite wide, and we need to be 
doing something to cater for the spiritual devel- 
opment of those whom the Lord is touching. 

The strengths of Cafeplus+ are that it is a 
flexible framework on which to hang all sorts 
of activities in the future; and it is founded and 
grounded in the church, who own it and help to 
run it. It is an evolving outreach activity and we 
all eagerly anticipate the ways in which the 
Lord may lead us. 

Ask us again in two years time where we 
have been led. 



THOUGHT 
» FOR THE 
MONTH 

By David Winter 



As he watched Jesus walk by, John 
exclaimed, 'Look, here is the Lamb of God!’ 
The two disciples heard him say this, and 
they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and 
saw them following, he said to them, 'What 
are you looking for?’They said to him, 'Rabbi, 
where are you staying?’ He said to them, 
‘Come and see.’ John 1:35-39 

ANDREW, whose feast day falls at the end of 
this month, was one of the two disciples who 
heard the words of John the Baptist and decid- 
ed to investigate this man whom he had called 
‘the Lamb of God’. They did it in the simplest 
possible way - they followed him, walking (one 
assumes) discreetly behind him as he made his 
way up and away from the river Jordan. Jesus 
knew they were there, and turned to ask them 
a deceptively simple question: ‘What are you 
looking for?’ Actually the verb he used was 
rather stronger - what are you seeking? 

They were obviously seeking something. 
That search had taken them to the Jordan val- 
ley, away from home, work and family in 
Galilee, to hear the rugged prophet John. But 
he had always insisted that he was not the end 
of the search, but the beginning. ‘I am the 
voice crying in the wilderness,’ he told the 
crowds. ‘Prepare the way of the Lord! One 
comes after me who is greater than I am . . . 
He must increase; I must decrease’. So when 
John pointed out Jesus to them, and described 
him as the ‘Lamb of God’, they assumed that 
the next stage of their spiritual search was 



about to unfold. 

All the more strange then (though, on reflec- 
tion, very true to human nature) that when 
Jesus turned and asked them what they were 
‘seeking’ all they could come up with was a 
lame enquiry about his current place of resi- 
dence: ‘where are you staying?’ Or, perhaps, 
they were hinting that what they were seeking 
could not be dealt with, in a brief conversation. 
If they could come to his lodgings, perhaps 
their burning questions might be answered. 

The reply of Jesus was the most straight- 
forward invitation anyone can receive: ‘Come 

The reply of Jesus was the most 
straight-forward invitation anyone 
can receive: x Come and see'. That is 
the very heart of true evangelism 



and see’. That is the very heart of true evan- 
gelism. We can say to people, ‘Come and see’. 
Come and see us at worship, at prayer, in acts 
of loving service, in lives of sacrifice. As. soon 
as we say ‘come and see’ we’re on the spot! 

The results in this case were life-changing 
- indeed, they changed the course of history. 
Andrew brought his brother, Peter, to Jesus. 
Philip brought Nathaniel. The little apos- 
tolic band who would carry the most pre- 
cious message of all to the whole world was 
being formed. They came, they saw, they 
were conquered! 
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